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On a cold winter morning heading into the Humane 

Society’s animal care center in Menands, one of the 

Society’s employees noticed a cat that appeared to 

be sleeping or injured. There was a cardboard box 

nearby that was taped shut, but it appeared the cat had 

escaped to the side of the road. The employee stopped 

and, to her dismay, found a mother cat had passed 

away during the freezing night while keeping five kittens 

covered with her body. The kittens were cold and near 

death, but were still alive.

The five kittens, all female, were rushed to the Society’s 

veterinary staff, where emergency warming procedures 

began. Later that day, a staff member went back 

to where the cats were found to retrieve the box for 

identifying information and saw a sixth kitten running 

nearby. He had left his mother and sisters but somehow 

also survived. He was caught and brought to our 

veterinarians to be warmed and fed.

It is hard to imagine why someone would abandon a 

mother and her kittens only a quarter mile from the 

Humane Society, where they could have been kept safe 

and warm. The carelessness of an individual cost a 

mother cat her life, but this mother cared so deeply for 

her kittens that she literally gave everything she had to 

save her babies. 

Thanks to the quick work of the Humane Society’s 

staff and the generosity of supporters like you, our 

veterinarians were able to save all six kittens and send 

them to warm, loving homes.

Mother Gives Life to 
Save Kittens
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Tyler Feane & Robin 
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Nicholas DiJohn
Deb Kissane 
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Sandra Dwyer
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Marie Foote
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Alan & Greg Goldstein
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Arianna & Gordon 
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Scott Hanesack
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McSharry & Associates 
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Tina S. Murray, Director of Operations

Nancy Laribee, Director of Marketing & 
Development

Tanya Miller, Business Manager

Nancy Haynes, Animal Welfare Manager

Jason Hayes, Volunteer Manager

Newsletter Editor 
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Margaret Parks 
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Diane Taylor 

Lilly
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Loki
Mary Robinson 
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Cristy Goertz 
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Lauren Pasquale 
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Miles
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Clare & David McNally
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Mink 
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Lorraine Comstock 

Joseph Mocker
Helmut Deeg 
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McMahon 
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Molli
Madeline Sand 

Paul & Mary Monaco
Rosemarie Melius 

Anthony Monte
Elizabeth Mulroy 

William Murphy, Jr.
Jo Anne Dolan 
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Fitzpatrick 
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Harper 
Paul & Debora Kane 
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Shogan 
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George Opela
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David Hicks 
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Clare & David McNally 
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Thomas Sauer 
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Petunia
Sharon Whitmore

William Plummer
Barbara Baciewicz 
Joan Boudreau 
Capital District Senior 

Softball 
Elsie Elliott 
Rebecca Jenkins 
NYS Parks, Recreation 
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Preservation 

Mark & Shauna 
Peckham

Joyce Quackenbush
Winifred Ammian 
W. Bresonis, M.K. 
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Ruby
Keith & Peggy Mason 

Sam
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Martha Gibson

Satchmo
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Max Schreiber
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Schuyler
Patricia Cumiskey 
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Company 
Nature's Storehouse 
NYS OMH CBFM & 

Housing Units Staff 
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Greg Stutz 
Shawn Twiss

Retha Seward
Donna Conklin 
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They say you can’t teach an old dog new tricks. I can tell you, for a fact, 
that old saying just isn’t true. With good positive reinforcement training, 
you can teach any dog, no matter the age. 

But what about cats? Some people tend to get a little smirk on their faces 
when I mention training cats. Other people just laugh out loud. The truth 
is any animal can be trained if they have the right positive motivation. 
With that motivation, they will want to continue participating in an activity 
that is fun and rewarding for them.

My own cat, Sweetpea, was originally a foster kitten who came to Mohawk 
Hudson Humane Society without her mother or any siblings. My wife and 
I brought her into our home for a few weeks, and she decided to stay for 
five years. 

A few years ago, our friend and Humane 
Society dog trainer Chris Danker wanted 
to try training a cat. Sweetpea was 
volunteered. Sweetpea is very focused on 
people and extremely food motivated, so 
she stood out as the best cat from our 
brood to try to train.

Just like we trained our dogs, Sweetpea 
was trained using a marker for 
reinforcement (a click) and a treat. 

Sweetpea took to the training quickly. Before we knew it, she was sitting. 
Later, she could “shake hands” on command. Today, years later, she will 
still do it without a click or a treat – although she still gets her fair share 
of rewards.

My first thought when we started training our cat was, "How could we 
use this skill to save more cats?" At the Humane Society we have begun 
teaching staff and volunteers the basic skills needed to train cats. The 
training has two clear benefits: It mentally stimulates the cats, and it 
makes them more adoptable.

Granted, not many people are looking for a cat that sits and shakes, but 
that’s not necessarily the first thing we’ll train shelter cats to do. We work 
with the cats to help them engage more with people visiting the Society’s 
adoption center. We work with shy cats to come to the front of the kennel 
and, yes, reach out like they’re shaking hands to let people know how 
engaging and friendly they can be.

At the Humane Society our focus is always on saving more lives. Like our 
S.T.A.R. program for training dogs at the Albany 
County Correctional Facility, our new cat training 
program helps animals get ready for adoption and 
be successful in their new homes. Don’t you want 
a cat that’s been trained? I have one, and I can 
tell you: Shelter cats are the best, and trained 
shelter cats are even better. Thanks to the support 
of donors like you, we have the opportunity to 
experiment with new and innovative programs that 
find homes for more animals than ever before.

From the Director

Executive Director 
Brad Shear and Bastian, his cat 

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

"My first thought 
when we started 
training our cat 
was, 'How could 
we use this skill to 
save more cats?' "
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Pittie-Palooza 
Does it Again
Twelve dogs found new forever homes and 
more than $1,300 was raised during our 
fourth annual Pittie-Palooza October 24–27. 
Each adopted dog had a free microchip 
and went home with a free collar, leash and 
goodie bag. Festival Day on Saturday was 
fun-filled with music by What She Said, a 
cookout courtesy of 3BQ, a kissing booth, 
pet-themed vendors, a bake sale, raffle 
baskets and more. “Railroad Puppies” 
Hudson and Pearl made an appearance 
and joined in the festivities with Halloween 
costumes. Trainer Chris Danker conducted a 
Therapy Dog International test for prospective 
certified therapy dogs.

Thanks to the Save-a-Bull Program and the 
MHHS staff, volunteers, vendors and visitors 
who made it happen. A good time was had 
by all!

In Memory Of . . .

Abode Above, Jack & 
Annie
John Coffey

Agnes & George
Maureen Smith

Anna Altman
Beth Kaplan

Frances Anderson
Mary Comley 
Elaine Gruener 
Eric Hannay 
Bill & Judy Kahn 
Ellen & Larry Kotlow 
Richard Kotlow 
Dorothy Osterhout 
Marilyn Pendergast 
William & Susan 

Picotte 
Blaine Ryan-Lynch

Annya
Tricia Sigsworth 

Clara Armstrong
Kathleen Wieczkowski 

Gregory Backer
Mary Stry

Banana
Cara-Aimee Long 

Barb's Brother
Family & Youth 
Services — Barb's 
Coworkers

Jeanne Barnard
Yankee Doodle Band 

Leland Becker
Carol Granger

Kenneth Bell
Barbara Betor 
Carol Cady 
Kathryn Campion 
George Govel 
Laurie Govel 
Michael Hall 
Patricia Hartl & Darrell 

Winner 
Joyce D. Hogan 
Carol Mattozza 
Carol Reichel 

John Tabner 
Lloyd & Laurie Wheeler 
Patricia & Anthony 

Zappala
Richard Bentley

Lawrence Dack 
Tom & Angela Darby 
Gordon & Mary Ellen 

Grippen 
Wendy Kenney 

Gloria Blauhut
Len & Beth Hunt 
Arnold Peinado 
Judy Pote 

Kathleen Botelho
Kathy Zazarine 

Lorraine Boyle
James Bradt 
Jane Grimes & Lou 

Carol Lecce 
Kathy Kosoc 

Reed Brate
Delmar Dental 
June Furst 
Lynn Gifford & Gail 

Gifford 
Joanne Lucas 
Hazel Orietas 
Doris Race 
Patricia Rossi 
Edwin Stevens, III & 

Janet Houck 
David Sumner 
Melanie Thyrring 
Barry & Janine Udell 

Brooks Brown
Michael & Catherine 
Collins

Buster Brown
Sarah Schoenhart & 
Dana Sclafani 

Buddy
Sheila Carr

Buddy
Karen Diener 

Butch
Linda Taylor & Bruce 
Raver

Calli
Brenda Martiniano 

Joseph Carboni
Joanne Jacobs

Buster Carkner
Julie Maynes 

Nellie Carter
Patricia Miller 

Cassidy
Kathleen Irish and 
Amber & Mark Rohan

Robert Chidsey
Linda Dennis 
National Treasury 

Employees Union 
Marc Salvatore 

C. J. Ciaccio
Mom & John

David Clayton
Maryanne Davis 

Katherine Clifton
Ed & Donna Dague 

Kelly Colton
Patricia Ryan 

Thomas Comis
Chip & Jo Ashworth 
Charles & Susan 

Barnes 
Breault & McGovern, 

DDS, PC 
Mary DeMarco 
Helen Hendrickson 
Dr. Michael Kane & 

Staff 
Heather Pertierra 
Carolyn Sherman 
Helen Stecher

Adella Cooper
Michael Angelo 
Mary Irving 
Kathleen Shaw Klobas

Chloe DeClue
Danielle DeClue

Edward Frances Dennis
Kathleen Dillon 
Margaret Marshall 
Robert & Rodsmond 

Niemeyer 
Sue & Tom Rogan 

Irene DiSanto
Linda Connolly 
NYS OPWDD 

Coworkers 
Lorraine Donnelly

Sharon Sherry 
Stephen Eberle

Marilyn Eberle 
M. Frances Ellegate

Helene & Mark 
Herskowitz 

Emma & Sophie
Frank & Joan Waters

Essti
Barbara & Greg Sauer 

George Ferris
Betty Ferris

Acadia Forte
Anonymous 

Betty Freibauer
Kenneth Freer 

Jeanne Gimondo
John Kolach, Jr. 

Glory
Karen Jones 

Doris Gold
Shirley Brand 
Jacqueline Meyer

William Gordon
Mary & Warren 
Johnson 

Robert Graham
Gordon Rydell 

Chester "Bill" Griffith
Mary Griffith 

Angela Haggerty
Gloria Romano & Dave 
Marshall 

Hank
Kirsten White

Kathryn Hardy
Daniel & Sally Statile

Harley
James & Debra Murley 

Bill Harrison
AKRF Friends 

Robert Harrison
Richard Walker & 
Maralyn Marske-Walker 

Donald Haswell
Anne Nichols 

Richard Hebert
Sharon Sherry 

Joseph Hennessey
Chris Burns 
Jodie Dailey 
Janet Hinz 

Herman
Linda Taylor & Bruce 
Raver

Gladys Histed
Barbara Fleischner 
Chris & Marie Miller 
Natalie Weinstein 
David & Sue Wollner 

Robert Hoagland
Shirley Gage 

Piglet Holcomb
Pam Holcomb 

Elanor Holland
Owen Germain 

J.D.
Robert & Kathleen 
Harrington 

Mary James
Sandie DeLorenzo 
Neil & Jerry Golub 
Carolyn Knych 
Theresa Maiello 

Thomas Jess
Suzanne Pelcher 

Jesse
Sherry Gold 

Jeter
Karen Diener 

John, Margaret, Tim, 
Happy & Piglet
Pam Holcomb 

Wayne Johnson
Daniel & Sally Statile

Kalmia
James Yates 

Tim Kane
Christine Ozack 

Alexander Kasparian
Kasparian Family 

Tributes listed here were processed 9/4/13 – 11/24/13.

6  3

Tributes

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

Round/Final Art #: 3  Date: 12/19/13



4  5

Our ninth annual Art Saves Animals, held October 3 at The 
Arts Center in Troy, was a huge success and a record-
breaking event with a net income of nearly $36,000. We 
were delighted to have WNYT meteorologist Jason Gough 
serve as our emcee and auctioneer again this year. We are 
grateful to Sara Ayers, Greg Haymes, Jill Rafferty-Weinisch, 
Lillie Ruby and the rest of the Planning Committee; to all 
the artists who donated their treasured pieces for the silent 
auction; and to featured artists Jon Gernon, Robert Gullie, 
Nick Patten, Laura Von Rosk and Deborah Zlotsky, who 
generously donated the wonderful art featured in the 
live auction.

A big thank you to our sponsors for their generosity 
and ongoing support: Excelsior College, BBL Family of 
Companies, Exit 9 Wine & Liquor, Metroland, CSEA, Karen 
& Chet Opalka, Arlene’s Artist Materials, TD Bank, Camelot 
Print & Copy Center, GoToGuide.net, Price Chopper’s Golub 
Foundation, Goldstein Auto Group, Curtis Lumber, CDPHP, 

Operation Snip, Spotlight Newspapers, Pioneer Bank, 
Capitaland Motors and The Pit Bull Princess.

In addition, the night’s festivities would not have been as 
special if not for the Balloon Gals, Peg & Bill Delaney, Dave 
Glatz and the moving crew, Janice Kucskar, Morgan Linen 
Service, Nicole’s Special Event & Catering Company, The 
Arts Center of the Capital Region, The Charles F. Lucas 
Confectionery & Wine Bar, The Desmond Hotel and The 
Great Escape.

We cannot forget to extend a very special thank you to the 
volunteers who gave their time and talent to make the 
evening a huge success. It is because of them — and all 
who attended the event, our sponsors and other special 
friends — that Art Saves Animals continues to be great fun 
and raised a record amount of money for the animals in 
our care.

Ninth Art Saves Animals 
a Record Breaker

The newest Petco store in the Capital Region, located in the Fresh Market Plaza 
in Latham at Routes 9 and 155, celebrated its grand opening November 16, and 
we were on hand with pets looking for new homes. Goldstein Subaru on Central 
Avenue in Colonie hosted two “Share the Love” adoption events in November and 
December, with more than a dozen cats and dogs finding their “furever” homes.

We are grateful to all the businesses and organizations who host special 
adoption events and to all the MHHS volunteers who transport animals, give out 
information and help our pets find loving new homes. Spring will be here soon, 
so watch the Event Calendar on our website for upcoming adoption clinics.

Tonko Visit
Congressman Paul Tonko came to visit the Mohawk 
Hudson Humane Society to learn about the Society’s 
programs and the needs of homeless animals. 
Congressman Tonko was very supportive of and 
impressed by the work of the Society.

Pets Find Homes for the 
Holidays at Off-site Events 

London’s Story 
On a cool fall day in Albany, 
Animal Control was called 
to the basement of an 
apartment building. A 
resident was concerned that 
a dog had been left there 
without food, water or care. 
When the officer arrived, 
things were worse than he 
could have expected. The 
basement was so covered with 
urine and feces that the dog trying to survive there 
had burns on her feet; she had no clean place to 
stand. Her coat was so matted that it formed a solid 
shell instead of the soft hair it probably once was.

The officer immediately removed the dog and 
rushed her to the care of the Humane Society. 
Our veterinary staff started treating her burns and 
shaved off her matted coat, revealing an emaciated 
little Lhasa Apso underneath. They would name 
her London. On a scale of 1 to 5, London’s weight 
was rated as a 1, meaning she was emaciated. 
The matted hair that was shaved from her weighed 
almost as much as London herself. Through it all, 
London just wanted the attention someone was 
finally willing to give her.

London would need time and treatment, but she 
began recovering while police searched for her 
abuser. With medication, treatment, regular feeding 
and loving care, London became a different dog, 
ready for a new home. Her rescue and recovery were 
possible only because of the supporters who donate 
to the Society, ensuring animals like London get the 
care they deserve.
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Save 
the Date!

Saturday
June 21 
2014
Siena College

A rou n d t he Wor ld  
for 80 St r AyS 

Gala 
to benefit the

Mohawk Hudson Humane Society
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& Chet Opalka, Arlene’s Artist Materials, TD Bank, Camelot 
Print & Copy Center, GoToGuide.net, Price Chopper’s Golub 
Foundation, Goldstein Auto Group, Curtis Lumber, CDPHP, 

Operation Snip, Spotlight Newspapers, Pioneer Bank, 
Capitaland Motors and The Pit Bull Princess.

In addition, the night’s festivities would not have been as 
special if not for the Balloon Gals, Peg & Bill Delaney, Dave 
Glatz and the moving crew, Janice Kucskar, Morgan Linen 
Service, Nicole’s Special Event & Catering Company, The 
Arts Center of the Capital Region, The Charles F. Lucas 
Confectionery & Wine Bar, The Desmond Hotel and The 
Great Escape.

We cannot forget to extend a very special thank you to the 
volunteers who gave their time and talent to make the 
evening a huge success. It is because of them — and all 
who attended the event, our sponsors and other special 
friends — that Art Saves Animals continues to be great fun 
and raised a record amount of money for the animals in 
our care.

Ninth Art Saves Animals 
a Record Breaker

The newest Petco store in the Capital Region, located in the Fresh Market Plaza 
in Latham at Routes 9 and 155, celebrated its grand opening November 16, and 
we were on hand with pets looking for new homes. Goldstein Subaru on Central 
Avenue in Colonie hosted two “Share the Love” adoption events in November and 
December, with more than a dozen cats and dogs finding their “furever” homes.

We are grateful to all the businesses and organizations who host special 
adoption events and to all the MHHS volunteers who transport animals, give out 
information and help our pets find loving new homes. Spring will be here soon, 
so watch the Event Calendar on our website for upcoming adoption clinics.

Tonko Visit
Congressman Paul Tonko came to visit the Mohawk 
Hudson Humane Society to learn about the Society’s 
programs and the needs of homeless animals. 
Congressman Tonko was very supportive of and 
impressed by the work of the Society.

Pets Find Homes for the 
Holidays at Off-site Events 

London’s Story 
On a cool fall day in Albany, 
Animal Control was called 
to the basement of an 
apartment building. A 
resident was concerned that 
a dog had been left there 
without food, water or care. 
When the officer arrived, 
things were worse than he 
could have expected. The 
basement was so covered with 
urine and feces that the dog trying to survive there 
had burns on her feet; she had no clean place to 
stand. Her coat was so matted that it formed a solid 
shell instead of the soft hair it probably once was.

The officer immediately removed the dog and 
rushed her to the care of the Humane Society. 
Our veterinary staff started treating her burns and 
shaved off her matted coat, revealing an emaciated 
little Lhasa Apso underneath. They would name 
her London. On a scale of 1 to 5, London’s weight 
was rated as a 1, meaning she was emaciated. 
The matted hair that was shaved from her weighed 
almost as much as London herself. Through it all, 
London just wanted the attention someone was 
finally willing to give her.

London would need time and treatment, but she 
began recovering while police searched for her 
abuser. With medication, treatment, regular feeding 
and loving care, London became a different dog, 
ready for a new home. Her rescue and recovery were 
possible only because of the supporters who donate 
to the Society, ensuring animals like London get the 
care they deserve.
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Save 
the Date!

Saturday
June 21 
2014
Siena College

A rou n d t he Wor ld  
for 80 St r AyS 

Gala 
to benefit the

Mohawk Hudson Humane Society
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Pittie-Palooza 
Does it Again
Twelve dogs found new forever homes and 
more than $1,300 was raised during our 
fourth annual Pittie-Palooza October 24–27. 
Each adopted dog had a free microchip 
and went home with a free collar, leash and 
goodie bag. Festival Day on Saturday was 
fun-filled with music by What She Said, a 
cookout courtesy of 3BQ, a kissing booth, 
pet-themed vendors, a bake sale, raffle 
baskets and more. “Railroad Puppies” 
Hudson and Pearl made an appearance 
and joined in the festivities with Halloween 
costumes. Trainer Chris Danker conducted a 
Therapy Dog International test for prospective 
certified therapy dogs.

Thanks to the Save-a-Bull Program and the 
MHHS staff, volunteers, vendors and visitors 
who made it happen. A good time was had 
by all!

In Memory Of . . .

Abode Above, Jack & 
Annie
John Coffey

Agnes & George
Maureen Smith

Anna Altman
Beth Kaplan

Frances Anderson
Mary Comley 
Elaine Gruener 
Eric Hannay 
Bill & Judy Kahn 
Ellen & Larry Kotlow 
Richard Kotlow 
Dorothy Osterhout 
Marilyn Pendergast 
William & Susan 

Picotte 
Blaine Ryan-Lynch

Annya
Tricia Sigsworth 

Clara Armstrong
Kathleen Wieczkowski 

Gregory Backer
Mary Stry

Banana
Cara-Aimee Long 

Barb's Brother
Family & Youth 
Services — Barb's 
Coworkers

Jeanne Barnard
Yankee Doodle Band 

Leland Becker
Carol Granger

Kenneth Bell
Barbara Betor 
Carol Cady 
Kathryn Campion 
George Govel 
Laurie Govel 
Michael Hall 
Patricia Hartl & Darrell 

Winner 
Joyce D. Hogan 
Carol Mattozza 
Carol Reichel 

John Tabner 
Lloyd & Laurie Wheeler 
Patricia & Anthony 

Zappala
Richard Bentley

Lawrence Dack 
Tom & Angela Darby 
Gordon & Mary Ellen 

Grippen 
Wendy Kenney 

Gloria Blauhut
Len & Beth Hunt 
Arnold Peinado 
Judy Pote 

Kathleen Botelho
Kathy Zazarine 

Lorraine Boyle
James Bradt 
Jane Grimes & Lou 

Carol Lecce 
Kathy Kosoc 

Reed Brate
Delmar Dental 
June Furst 
Lynn Gifford & Gail 

Gifford 
Joanne Lucas 
Hazel Orietas 
Doris Race 
Patricia Rossi 
Edwin Stevens, III & 

Janet Houck 
David Sumner 
Melanie Thyrring 
Barry & Janine Udell 

Brooks Brown
Michael & Catherine 
Collins

Buster Brown
Sarah Schoenhart & 
Dana Sclafani 

Buddy
Sheila Carr

Buddy
Karen Diener 

Butch
Linda Taylor & Bruce 
Raver

Calli
Brenda Martiniano 

Joseph Carboni
Joanne Jacobs

Buster Carkner
Julie Maynes 

Nellie Carter
Patricia Miller 

Cassidy
Kathleen Irish and 
Amber & Mark Rohan

Robert Chidsey
Linda Dennis 
National Treasury 

Employees Union 
Marc Salvatore 

C. J. Ciaccio
Mom & John

David Clayton
Maryanne Davis 

Katherine Clifton
Ed & Donna Dague 

Kelly Colton
Patricia Ryan 

Thomas Comis
Chip & Jo Ashworth 
Charles & Susan 

Barnes 
Breault & McGovern, 

DDS, PC 
Mary DeMarco 
Helen Hendrickson 
Dr. Michael Kane & 

Staff 
Heather Pertierra 
Carolyn Sherman 
Helen Stecher

Adella Cooper
Michael Angelo 
Mary Irving 
Kathleen Shaw Klobas

Chloe DeClue
Danielle DeClue

Edward Frances Dennis
Kathleen Dillon 
Margaret Marshall 
Robert & Rodsmond 

Niemeyer 
Sue & Tom Rogan 

Irene DiSanto
Linda Connolly 
NYS OPWDD 

Coworkers 
Lorraine Donnelly

Sharon Sherry 
Stephen Eberle

Marilyn Eberle 
M. Frances Ellegate

Helene & Mark 
Herskowitz 

Emma & Sophie
Frank & Joan Waters

Essti
Barbara & Greg Sauer 

George Ferris
Betty Ferris

Acadia Forte
Anonymous 

Betty Freibauer
Kenneth Freer 

Jeanne Gimondo
John Kolach, Jr. 

Glory
Karen Jones 

Doris Gold
Shirley Brand 
Jacqueline Meyer

William Gordon
Mary & Warren 
Johnson 

Robert Graham
Gordon Rydell 

Chester "Bill" Griffith
Mary Griffith 

Angela Haggerty
Gloria Romano & Dave 
Marshall 

Hank
Kirsten White

Kathryn Hardy
Daniel & Sally Statile

Harley
James & Debra Murley 

Bill Harrison
AKRF Friends 

Robert Harrison
Richard Walker & 
Maralyn Marske-Walker 

Donald Haswell
Anne Nichols 

Richard Hebert
Sharon Sherry 

Joseph Hennessey
Chris Burns 
Jodie Dailey 
Janet Hinz 

Herman
Linda Taylor & Bruce 
Raver

Gladys Histed
Barbara Fleischner 
Chris & Marie Miller 
Natalie Weinstein 
David & Sue Wollner 

Robert Hoagland
Shirley Gage 

Piglet Holcomb
Pam Holcomb 

Elanor Holland
Owen Germain 

J.D.
Robert & Kathleen 
Harrington 

Mary James
Sandie DeLorenzo 
Neil & Jerry Golub 
Carolyn Knych 
Theresa Maiello 

Thomas Jess
Suzanne Pelcher 

Jesse
Sherry Gold 

Jeter
Karen Diener 

John, Margaret, Tim, 
Happy & Piglet
Pam Holcomb 

Wayne Johnson
Daniel & Sally Statile

Kalmia
James Yates 

Tim Kane
Christine Ozack 

Alexander Kasparian
Kasparian Family 

Tributes listed here were processed 9/4/13 – 11/24/13.
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Tributes
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Board of Directors 
Laura Anglin, President
Jason Doling, Vice President
Miguel Berger, Secretary
Jeremiah Kahil, Treasurer
Cynthia LaFave, Member at Large
Ashley Castellana
Jake Dumesnil
Bette Lee Foley-Flynn
Carrie Hillenbrandt
Jeffrey Koester
Susan Vernooy
Nicholas Waer
Joyce Weiler

Honorary Board Member
Jeffrey Bulger

Management 
Brad Shear, Executive Director

Tina S. Murray, Director of Operations

Nancy Laribee, Director of Marketing & 
Development

Tanya Miller, Business Manager

Nancy Haynes, Animal Welfare Manager

Jason Hayes, Volunteer Manager

Newsletter Editor 
Pamela Pociluk

Contributing Writers 
Nancy Haynes
Nancy Laribee

3 Oakland Avenue
Menands, NY 12204-2718

Hours:
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 4 p.m.

www.mohawkhumane.org

518.434.8128 (p)
518.434.0217 (f)

Margaret "Peggy" 
Keegan
Pamela DiFlorio 
Lorraine Keegan-Brady 

& Thomas Brady 
Jason & Mary Jo Segal

June Kelleher
Hudson Mohawk 

Recovery Center 
Rensselaer County 

Legislature
Nicholas Kidalowski

Laurel Kidalowski
Harper Kiley

Brian & Carolyn 
Temperine 

Edith Klee & Mousie
Margaret Parks 

Lexy
Diane Taylor 

Lilly
Susan Friday 

Loki
Mary Robinson 

Lisa Lopez
Cristy Goertz 
Patricia Henning 
Lauren Pasquale 

Luc
Betty Powell 

Maggie & Peanut
Janet Paloski 

Alice Manning
Mahoney Family 
Heather Clum 

Virginia Marcella
Danielle Burke

Carolyn Marcy
Barbara Perretta

Frances Martin
Elisa Martin

Patricia Martino
Janet Berish 
Indiana State Board of 

Animal Health 
Melissa Savage

Michael McClintock
Paul Bergman 

Gladys McGinn
Audio-Video 

Corporation 
Karen & Rick Covey 

Latham Hackers Golf 
League 

Margaret McGinn 
Stacey & Hilary 

Renner 
Ed Reuter & Karen 

Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Robichaud 
Karen Schriefer 

Dustin Mele
Debi Hutton 
Crystal Quade-

Waterland
Carl Meuller

Nancy & Alan Baumes
Miles

Bob Carpenter
Miles

Clare & David McNally
Mina

Deborah Goggins 
Mary Jane Mink

Joseph & Patricia 
Mink 

Mitzi
Lorraine Comstock 

Joseph Mocker
Helmut Deeg 
Arzula France 
John & Patricia 

McMahon 
Pam Wrzesinski 

Molli
Madeline Sand 

Paul & Mary Monaco
Rosemarie Melius 

Anthony Monte
Elizabeth Mulroy 

William Murphy, Jr.
Jo Anne Dolan 

John Gustin Musante
Dolores D'Ambrosi 
Marline & Jack 

Fitzpatrick 
John & Maryanne 

Harper 
Paul & Debora Kane 
Bob & Anne Sheehan 
Robert & Johanna 

Shogan 
Eunice Emily Newkirk

Colleen LaSalle 

George Opela
Tom & Barb Amato 
David Hicks 
Debra Kutey 
Ann Marie Mastin

Sebastian Pacheco
Luis Pacheco

Richard Palmer
Colleen Albanese 
Theresa Bohley 
Burden Lake 

Association Inc. 
Arthur & Elizabeth 

Johnson 
Kurt & Marie 

Maschewski 
Nels & Sheila Nelson 
Sharon & Chuck 

Powers 
David Reynolds 
Sherri Schulz 
Terry & Elizabeth 

Herman Turner 
Joseph Parvana

Nadine Welch 
Battaglia & Caroline 
Daniels Emory

Sandra Pastori
Hampshire Regional 
High School Sunshine 
Fund

Pearl
Clare & David McNally 

Penney
Central Square 
Community Friends & 
Neighbors 

Penny
Thomas Sauer 

Pepper
Paul Ladouceur

Petunia
Sharon Whitmore

William Plummer
Barbara Baciewicz 
Joan Boudreau 
Capital District Senior 

Softball 
Elsie Elliott 
Rebecca Jenkins 
NYS Parks, Recreation 

and Historic 
Preservation 

Mark & Shauna 
Peckham

Joyce Quackenbush
Winifred Ammian 
W. Bresonis, M.K. 

LoBalbo, S. Russo, 
B. LaBate & M. 
Licardo 

Eleanore & James 
Dunham 

Paul Fahr 
Deborah Gray 
Belinda & Bill 

MacArthur 
Diane & Vincent 

Martiniano 
Patricia Orr 
Rita's Readers 
Dominic & Emily 

Rotondi 
Beverly Strube 
Helen Vachon & Kim 

Thomas 
Dorothy Vickers 

Ralph & Alice
Albert & Joan de Paz 

Tillie Craig Reed
Eileen Margaret 

Sandra Renaldi
Becky Ianniello 

Insurance Agency 
Inc. 

Canfield Family 
Maryanne Davis 
Janet, Lauren & 

Stephen Fisher 
and Charlie 
Schoonmaker 

Lynn LaCross 
Stephen Renaldi 
Pat & Mark Rokjer 
SOR Friends 
Patricia Thorne 

Donna Rhoderick
Jack & Leah 

Broomhead 
David Lockwood 
Suzanne Morlock 
Office of Unclaimed 

Funds Coworkers & 
Friends 

Starlight Children's 
Foundation

Eleanor Rickert
Lisa Persicke 

Riley
Lori Petronella 

Barbara Riley
CSEA Local 689 

Cate Robinson
Tax & Finance 
Coworkers 

Catherine Robinson
Susan Young 

Rocky
Kathleen Nelligan 

Rocky
Kozemko & Robinson 
Family

Frances Romano
June Herrington 

Rip Rowan
Rob Carr 
Cheryl & Richard 

Fitzpatrick 
Joan & Edward 

LaDuke 
Eric Teras, Jay & 

Amanda Butler 
and Melissa Butler 
Zavaleta 

Ruby
Keith & Peggy Mason 

Sam
Kathleen Barrett

Sandy's Mother
Martha Gibson

Satchmo
Mary Kerwin 

Max Schreiber
Iliana Schreiber-
Giacona 

Schuyler
Patricia Cumiskey 

Leonard Schwartz
Lissa & Ben Jacobson 
Keeler Motor Car 

Company 
Nature's Storehouse 
NYS OMH CBFM & 

Housing Units Staff 
Mark Shalonis 
Greg Stutz 
Shawn Twiss

Retha Seward
Donna Conklin 
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They say you can’t teach an old dog new tricks. I can tell you, for a fact, 
that old saying just isn’t true. With good positive reinforcement training, 
you can teach any dog, no matter the age. 

But what about cats? Some people tend to get a little smirk on their faces 
when I mention training cats. Other people just laugh out loud. The truth 
is any animal can be trained if they have the right positive motivation. 
With that motivation, they will want to continue participating in an activity 
that is fun and rewarding for them.

My own cat, Sweetpea, was originally a foster kitten who came to Mohawk 
Hudson Humane Society without her mother or any siblings. My wife and 
I brought her into our home for a few weeks, and she decided to stay for 
five years. 

A few years ago, our friend and Humane 
Society dog trainer Chris Danker wanted 
to try training a cat. Sweetpea was 
volunteered. Sweetpea is very focused on 
people and extremely food motivated, so 
she stood out as the best cat from our 
brood to try to train.

Just like we trained our dogs, Sweetpea 
was trained using a marker for 
reinforcement (a click) and a treat. 

Sweetpea took to the training quickly. Before we knew it, she was sitting. 
Later, she could “shake hands” on command. Today, years later, she will 
still do it without a click or a treat – although she still gets her fair share 
of rewards.

My first thought when we started training our cat was, "How could we 
use this skill to save more cats?" At the Humane Society we have begun 
teaching staff and volunteers the basic skills needed to train cats. The 
training has two clear benefits: It mentally stimulates the cats, and it 
makes them more adoptable.

Granted, not many people are looking for a cat that sits and shakes, but 
that’s not necessarily the first thing we’ll train shelter cats to do. We work 
with the cats to help them engage more with people visiting the Society’s 
adoption center. We work with shy cats to come to the front of the kennel 
and, yes, reach out like they’re shaking hands to let people know how 
engaging and friendly they can be.

At the Humane Society our focus is always on saving more lives. Like our 
S.T.A.R. program for training dogs at the Albany 
County Correctional Facility, our new cat training 
program helps animals get ready for adoption and 
be successful in their new homes. Don’t you want 
a cat that’s been trained? I have one, and I can 
tell you: Shelter cats are the best, and trained 
shelter cats are even better. Thanks to the support 
of donors like you, we have the opportunity to 
experiment with new and innovative programs that 
find homes for more animals than ever before.

From the Director

Executive Director 
Brad Shear and Bastian, his cat 

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2 Pre-Print Specs
14BBDNEW Feb14 Newsletter
Element: Newsletter (Inside)
Form Size: 17” x 11”  Folds to:  8.5x11, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67
Inks: CMYK  Stock: 60# white offset

"My first thought 
when we started 
training our cat 
was, 'How could 
we use this skill to 
save more cats?' "
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Winter
2014

On a cold winter morning heading into the Humane 

Society’s animal care center in Menands, one of the 

Society’s employees noticed a cat that appeared to 

be sleeping or injured. There was a cardboard box 

nearby that was taped shut, but it appeared the cat had 

escaped to the side of the road. The employee stopped 

and, to her dismay, found a mother cat had passed 

away during the freezing night while keeping five kittens 

covered with her body. The kittens were cold and near 

death, but were still alive.

The five kittens, all female, were rushed to the Society’s 

veterinary staff, where emergency warming procedures 

began. Later that day, a staff member went back 

to where the cats were found to retrieve the box for 

identifying information and saw a sixth kitten running 

nearby. He had left his mother and sisters but somehow 

also survived. He was caught and brought to our 

veterinarians to be warmed and fed.

It is hard to imagine why someone would abandon a 

mother and her kittens only a quarter mile from the 

Humane Society, where they could have been kept safe 

and warm. The carelessness of an individual cost a 

mother cat her life, but this mother cared so deeply for 

her kittens that she literally gave everything she had to 

save her babies. 

Thanks to the quick work of the Humane Society’s 

staff and the generosity of supporters like you, our 

veterinarians were able to save all six kittens and send 

them to warm, loving homes.

Mother Gives Life to 
Save Kittens

AC_34-BNW8_NYMO2

Capital
Pet

3 Oakland Avenue, Menands, NY 12204
518.434.8128  |  www.mohawkhumane.org
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Michael & Karen Deuel 
Debbie & John Kearns 
Barbara Mateunas 
Ann Smith 
Charleen & Thomas 

Smith 
Leslie Van Kleeck

Teresa Shippee
Pat Fox and Eliza & 

Ben 
Beverly Gardiner 
Carol Herts 
Hiway Saturday Nite 

Mixed 
Charles & Dawn 

Massara 
Mr. Shippee's 

Coworkers
Miss Kitty Sloan

Paul & Phyllis Cooney
Joan Smith

Thomas & Sue Smith 
Margaret Mary Stack 

Norma Smith
Eleanor Meyer 

Paul Snay
James Amanatides & 
Joseph Kenyeres 

Paul Snow
Michele Baratto and 
Kate & Paul

Oscar St. Louis
Michele Rodin 

Stella
Susan Ferrara

Josephine Stevens
Judy Connelly 
Carol Mendel 

Ellen Stickler
Craig Stickler 

Storm
Julie Johnson 

Lena Strong
Anonymous 

Lillian Swartwout
Joyce Ciffolillo 
Nancy Holmes 
Poestenkill Auto 

Supply Inc. 

William Sweet
Melissa Feck 
Marcia Pennock 
Shari & Jonathan 

Rosenblum 
Teddy & Tansy

Anonymous 
Carl Touhey

Sally Coonley 
George & Jane Tschumi

Steve & Betty Shane 
Nancy Ure

Diane & Bob 
Lustenader 

Sampson Orion 
Valiquette
Allison Valiquette 

Doris Vickers
Bernard & Barbara 

Dussault 
Ann, Jim & Families 
Patricia Van Dyke 

Patrick Watson
Barbara Cornelius 
Friends & Coworkers 

of Richard & Linda 
Watson 

Julie Iannone 
Keith & Peggy Mason 

Westley
Alexandra Baackes 

Claudia McAuliff 
Wimmer
Ruth Kittell 

Lorraine Winkler
Carol Mattozza 
Henry & Janice Palmer

Edward Winnie
Jermaine Church 
Main-Care Energy 

Nancy Wise
Joanne Wise 

Rose Zaccardo
Richard Zaccardo 

Zeus
Teresa Hughes

Helen Ziemewski
Ed & Margaret 
McCarthy 

In Honor Of . . .

Jim Amanatides & Joe 
Kenyeres
Diane & Bob 
Lustenader 

Grace Beck
Barbara & Greg Sauer

Bert Bertrand
Linda & Dan Bartels 

Sister Pauline Brecanier
Barbara & James 
Hoehn and Jill Cassidy 
Leonard 

Edward & Barbara 
Brown
Pamela Gotzmer 

Ann Brumley
Joanne & Merlin 
Wagner 

CSC Staff
Kathy Phoenix 

Thomas Conklin
Daniel Ginardi

Mackenzie Constable & 
Molly McGraw
Ann Burdick 
Helen Latorre 
Sara McGraw 
Caitrin Navarro 
Mary Patricia Remmel 

Lily Elizabeth Coons
George & Joyce 
Bouchard

Cooper
Tyler Feane & Robin 
Wheeler 

Nicholas DiJohn
Deb Kissane 

Jenna Drummond
Tyler Davis 

Sandra Dwyer
Theresa Roemer 

Marie Foote
Gerardo Mendoza 

Mark & Frances 
Goldberg
Frances Goldberg 

Alan & Greg Goldstein
ENYCAR 

Regina Grego
Arianna & Gordon 
Hirschman 

Mary Healey
Scott Hanesack

Mary Howard
Brian Harbour

Bailey Lanahan
Megan Ferguson 

Theresa & Gary Lenz
McSharry & Associates 
Realty Community 
Give Back Program

Sean & Rebecca 
Leonard
McSharry & Associates 
Realty Community 
Give Back Program 

Lily
John Parodi 

Marla Litchford
Oliver Brassard 

Linda Little
Ken Ruud 

Lucy & Alice
Albert & Joan de Paz 

Diane Lustenader
Nancy Sayles 

Rory McFerran
Toni Leary 

Kylie Ritoch
Judy & Alan McCauley

Marvin Rodney
Gloria & Bob Schreiner 

Rose
Kathleen Patterson 

Janine Simonsen-Udell
Luke Duffney

Skye
Frances Goldberg

Amy Lynn Helena 
Spenard
Mary Jo Brown 

Una
Mary Ann & Bob 
Herrmann 

Mya VanAmburgh
Ryan VanAmburgh

Joanne Wagner
Richard & Ann 
Brumley

Wedding Guests
Stephen & Mackenzie 
Plaske 

Rosaria Zullo
Sally Keeney
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