
There was a time when we saw a huge 
number of kittens come in to the Humane 
Society for a few months in the summer and 

then breeding would slow down for the remainder of the year.  Those days seem 
to be gone. 

At the beginning of December, three newborn kittens were brought to us.  
Someone had just found them but could not find the mother, who must have just 
recently given birth.

Life is difficult for newborn kittens.  They are fragile and need the almost constant 
feeding, cleaning and warmth that their mother normally provides.  Without a 
mother, these defenseless creatures may live only hours.

These three kittens were lucky.  They had been brought to the Mohawk Hudson 
Humane Society, where our foster families cared for more than 1,100 orphaned 
animals last year.  While we have many foster homes willing to take in kittens until 
they are old enough to be adopted, we seldom have enough for all of the animals 
in need.  And newborn kittens are a special situation: they need feeding around 
the clock and can quickly take a turn for the worse if not carefully monitored.

Veterinary Technician Jean Kaur volunteered to take the newborns home.  She 
was committed to get them through the most critical stage of development until 
they were big enough and healthy enough to eat on their own.  Once they had 
grown a bit, the kittens moved on to one of our other volunteer foster homes until 
they were ready to be adopted.  

Thanks to our caring staff and volunteers, three orphaned kittens beat the odds 
and have new lives with loving families of their own.

Orphaned Kittens 

Thrive on TLC

Save the Date...
Pucks & Paws benefit  
with the albany Devils
saturday, March, 31, 2012

arounD the worlD  
for 80 strays  
125th anniversary gala
saturday, april, 21, 2012
hilton garden inn, troy

3rD annual Paws in the Park 
walk anD coMMunity Day
saturday, June, 9, 2012
siena college, loudonville
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It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.  I’m pretty 
sure I’m not the first person to say that, but it does describe 
2011 for the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society.  Like it was 
for many of you, 2011 was a year of uncertainty, struggle 
and change at MHHS.  But out of those challenges, our staff, 
volunteers, partners and supporters came together to do 
more for animals than ever before.

The financial crisis has affected everyone.  At the Society, we depend primarily on 
donations from private individuals to keep our doors open.  As I have told many people, 
the state hasn’t cut any of our funding…because they never gave us any funding.  It has 
always been about regular people giving whatever they can.  When times are tough 
and the economy uncertain, people are more cautious about giving, but many of you 
made sure the animals would still be cared for.

While finances were tight, we were also experiencing a huge increase in the number of 
animals coming in.  We took in 15 percent more animals in 2011 than we did the year 
before.  Those animals included multiple hoarding and cruelty cases, but most were 
just people who couldn’t afford their pets or were downsizing their homes and didn’t 
have space for as many animals.  The Humane Society was here for all of them.  

Then Irene hit and our already crowded shelter was called upon to find room for even 
more animals in need.  The storm devastated neighboring communities.  In addition 
to Society staff going to Schoharie County to help with animal rescue, people were 
coming to us from throughout the affected region to hold or find new homes for their 
pets. 

There were a lot of serious challenges that came to us all at once, and every day we 
struggled to find space for animals, treat the sick, recruit and train foster parents and 
other volunteers, and care for every animal like they were our own.  Through all of 
these challenges, the Society achieved a new level of lifesaving:  80 percent of the 
animals leaving the Humane Society went safely to homes.  How did we achieve this 
benchmark when the national average hovers around 55 percent? 

All year we pulled out all the stops to find any venue or promotion to find more homes 
for animals.  Our volunteers stepped up by finding new space in their hearts and 
homes for animals in need.  Our medical staff found new and better treatments to 
keep animals healthy and to return sick animals to health faster.  Although our intake 
of animals was up, our adoptions rose by more than 20 percent.

Another key to our success is partnerships with other groups in the community who 
find homes for animals.  The number of animals transferred from the Society to other 
groups doubled in 2011.  Groups like AnimaLovers, Rottie Empire Rescue, Whiskers, The 
Rabbit Resource, Noah’s Kingdom, CAPP, Peppertree Rescue, Animal Support Project, 
and many more than I have space to list took animals from us to find them homes.

While we made huge strides in 2011, by no means is our job done.  We are now 
celebrating our 125th year and everyone at the Humane Society is committed to 
continuing to push the envelope, to save more animals’ lives, and to make our 125th 
year the best yet for animals.  We can only do it with your help and support.  Thank you. 
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Individual Donors

Whisker Lovers - $5,000+
Jason Doling & John DeCelle
Dean & Suzanne Evans

Animal Angels - $2,500+
Joan Arthur Miano
Lawrence Jones
Joel & Nancy Kaplan
Linda Taylor & Bruce Raver

Best Friends Forever - $1,000+
Dianne Ammerman
Laura Anglin
Anonymous (3)
Patrick & Kathleen Battuello
Gayle Beattie
Barbara Beauchamp
Derek Bruening
Hetty Jo Brumbach & 
 Robert Jarvenpa
Jeffrey Bulger
Helen Campbell
Jean Carter
Rae Clark
Amelia Cosso
Christine & Paul Danker
Judy Disco & Barbara Goldstein
S. G. Duane
Michael Glover
June Greagan
Hugh Hammett & 
 Dan Christopher
Pat Higgins
Arianna & Gordon Hirschman
Margaret Holbritter & Eleanor  
 Holbritter Nasner
Richard & Ann Jacobs
Jeremiah & Dora Kahil
Richard Kaufman
Jeanne Kehoe
Eileen Lanni
Joanne Lanni
Lynn Lohman
Jhane Marello
Mary Joyce McGinnis, MD
Elizabeth McLaren
Ann & James McPherson
Donald Metzner
John Orberg
Phyllis Perrotto
Leah Powers
Randal Putnam
Jane Rooney
Regina Salerno & Linda Coldwell
Arthur Searles
Niki Shapiro
Brad & Lessa Shear
Hannah & David Shear
Mario Spataro
Carolyn Trombe-Hains & 
 Brian Hains
Elizabeth Van Nest
Erin Waterhouse
C. Wayne Williams
Aleda Wright

Tail Waggers - $500+
Louis & Felicia Adams
Jessica Ali
Anonymous
Madeline Baestlein

Victoria Balkoski
Charles & Patricia Baron
Leah Beeble
Kathleen Betjemann & 
 Laura Leschik
Anne Blumberg
Charles & Anne Bohl
William Bonacker
Barbara & Ed Brown
Carol Bryce
Margaret Buckley
Andrea Burger
Dianne Byron Schneider
Patricia & Michael Carey
Sheila Carr
Yvonne Castle
Mary Pat Chamberlain
Susan Chamberlain
Donna Champion
Patricia Christensen
Patricia Cocca & Anthony Salerno
Jessie Cogswell
G. Ronald & Sandra Courington
Patricia Daly
L. Michael Davis
Scott & Shirley Davis
Karen DeBenedetto
Kerry DeWitt
Karen Diener
Jacqueline DiStefano, John 
 & Suzanne Steele and Jim & 
 Kimberly Steele
Jeff DiStefano
Donna Done
Maria Dos Santos & 
 Steven Massaroni
Kathleen Dougherty
John & Connie Ebersole
Peter Ellis
Joseph Esposito
Constance Feldt-Golden
John Fitzpatrick
Michael Foley
Ronald Foster
Susan Giesselmann
Colleen Gilchrist
Judith Gladstone
Paul & Amanda Glaser
Vito & Susan Grasso
Russell Harding
Donald Hebert
Bruce & Lisa Herchenroder
Mary Hession
Albert Howard
Christine & Jack Hyatt
Carol Idone
Michael & Ellie Ingalsbe
Tedd Johnson
Gail & George Jorgensen
Susan Joslin
Mariesa Jozwiak
Dianne Kelder
James Kellerhouse & 
 Thomas Mackey
Michael Kelly
Mary & Emmott Keyes
George Kleinberger
Susan Knapp
Kathleen Konyn & David Purcell
Alex Koppel
Sharon Lane
William & Diane Laraway
Nancy Laribee
Sally Lawrence

Rita & Jim Levay
Marc Lifset
Richard & Leonora Lindstrom
Stephanie Lloyd
Robert & Pat Luther
James Maas
I. Norman & Micki Massry
Woodrow Maxwell
Margaret May
Kimberly Mayhan
Julie Maynes
Clare & David McNally
Stephen McNally
Barbara McNamee
Sergio & Lynne Menendez
Marney & John Mesch
Barbara Michalski
Stephanie Miller
Jonathan Moeller
Richard & Mary Moneymaker
Lauren Montgomery
Mary Moore
Erik Morton
Cory Nugent
Kelly Oliver
Thomas Orlando
Thomas & Emily Pasko
Barbara Peverly
Diane Peverly
Geri Pomerantz & Gwen Wright
Libby Post & Lynn  
 Dunning-Vaughn
Joan Powell
Ruth Price
Linda Prinzo
Amanda Rebhun
Mary Reed
Edith Reynolds
Pamela Riberdy
Ronald Richardson
Vincent Riggi
Louise Roark
Meisha Rosenberg
Mary Ruiz
Gerard & Nancy Ruppert
Regina Salinski
Mary Savage
Beverly Scott
Lorayne Seibert
Carol Ann & Tom Selkis
Mark Shalonis
Susan Sharp
Joseph Smith
Clytie Somers & Kurt Nurnberg
George Swartfigure
Ellen Tanner & Tim Watkinson
Stephanie Temshiv
Russell Tharp, Jr.
Roger Tilles
Joseph Tobin
Michael Treffiletti
Susan Trepeta, MD
Elaine Udwary
Laurie Valente
Todd & Anne Valentine
John & Lorraine VanDerWerken
Jo-Ann Vidulich
Beate Viggiani
Pam Walders
Bettina & Carlton Walker
Tara & Carmen Wallace
Joyce Weiler
Yvonne Welch
Lisa Welsh

Patricia Wilcox
Tim Wilde & Liz Covart
Kimberly & James Wilson
Nancy & Mark Wilson
Renee Wolfman
Wayne Wright

Loyal Companions - $250+
Mary Abriel
Kathy Ahearn & Sue Firneisz
Christopher Aloisi
James Amanatides
Beth Ammerman
Laurie Ammerman
Mary Ann Amodeo
Dominick Amorosi
Gregory Anderson & 
 William Tuthill
Anonymous (3)
Leslie Apple
Carol Arnold
Mark Attmore
Mary Austin
George Baber
Elaine Bailey
Patricia Balcom
Donald Ballou
Debra & Paul Bamberger
Cheryl Barns
Donald Barron
Richard Becker
Mabel Bejian
Leeanne Biance
James Bogin
Edward Bollinger
Samuel & Carol Bosco
Peter Bouton & 
 Deanna Thompson
Brendan Brader
Carol Bradwell
Kathy Brady
Dr. George Bragle
Wendy Brennan
George Brophy
Michelle Brown & Kimberly Skiba
Phil Brown
Wayne & Teresa Brown
Irving Brownheim
Sandra Bruns
Kathleen Buckley
Timothy Budka
Jane & Paul Burgdorf
Kathy & Robert Busch
Lynn Butler
Robert Callahan
Steve & Lisa Caporizzo
David Carroll
Gregory & Barbara Caswell
Stephen & Genevieve Chenette
Sorrell & Lorraine Chesin
Michael Chiplock
Mithun Chittajallu
Joan Chmielewski
Angie Ciccarelli
Margaret Clarke
Suzanne & Jon Cole
John & Chrissy Colley
Ellen Collins
Judith Condo & Robert Harris
Hon. Richard Conti & Steve Snow
Roger Cook
John Cordo
Kirk Cornwell
Dean Cosso

Crammond/Scott Wedding 
 Guests
Kelly Cross
JoAnn Curry
Taylor Czajkowski
Jeremy & Laura Darman
Jennifer & Bob Davies
Kathy Davin
Karen DeBlanc
Marie DeBrocky & Mona Golub
Jeffrey Decatur
Franklin DeGroot
Lindsey Deon
Marlaine DesChamps
Sonya DiGirolamo
Elizabeth Donahue Doviak
Kathleen Donohue
Timothy Dormady
Christopher Doroski
Virginia Dow
Christa Doyle
Gail DuBois
Tania Durante
Bernard & Barbara Dussault
Donna Earle, Joanne Sperbeck & 
 Gale Clum
Bronwyn Edwards & Jeff Perez
James Eley
Jennifer Elliott
AnnMarie & Herb Ellis
Benita Ellis
Bob Emery
Linda Emmer & 
 Antonio Boncordo
Allison Esposito
Gail Esposito
Tara Estra, DVM
Peggy Evans
Donna Farnsworth
Andrew Feinman
Martha Fennell
John & Lisa Ferguson
Lorraine Ferguson
Cynthia Fero
Ken Fish & Millis McLaughlin
Sharon Flavin
Thomas Flavin
Mary Lou Foley
Mark & Paulette Fontaine-
 Westhart
Jennifer Ford
Maran Franke & Ed Person
Stephen & Fran Franke
Mark & Linda Fremgen
Kevin & Larissa Fremont
David Friedricks
Lorraine Fusco
Noreen Galonian
Peter Gannon & Lauren Rodgers
Andrew Gansberg
John Garrett
Rachelle & Michael Gates
Charles Gehring
Eileen Germain
Jan & Howard Ghee
Susan Giacomini
Madeline Gigante
Frank & Kathy Gioeli
Terilynn Glasheen
Ephraim Glinert, PhD
Joan Godzik
Jeffrey Goldmeer
Donna Gordon
Kathy Gordon

The Society is grateful for the steadfast support of many thousands of donors each year, all of whom allow MHHS to maintain 
its position as the Capital Region’s leader in animal sheltering and adoption, humane education, advocacy and collaborative 
programming.  We look forward to continuing our partnership with the community as we celebrate our 125th anniversary.  
With your help, we will continue to fulfill our mission of improving the lives of homeless and abused animals through 
sheltering, adoption, education and advocacy, and the prevention of animal cruelty.  Our Board of Directors, staff and 
volunteers – and the animals we care for – thank you for your past and continued support.
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Virginia Gordon
Anne Graef
Barbara Gray
Brian Gray
Denise Grebert
Sandra Greene
Joseph & Jenann Gregory
Christopher & Heather Grimmett
JoAnn Gullo
Eric Halliday
Floyd Halwick & Barbara Cook
M. Jean Ham
Marcia Handelman
Jill Harding
Paul Harding
Dawn Harrington
Adele Harris
Muriel Haseltine
Nancy Hay
Donald Hayden
G. C. Haymes & Sara Ayers
Carol Healey
Katelyn Hendryx
John Hickey
JoAnn Hildenbrandt
Sally Hipp, PhD
Marlene & John Hoffman
Melissa Hoffman
Susan Hoffman
Bonnie Hohman
Drew & Linda Holcomb
Elanor Holland
Elizabeth Holub
Jeri Honikel
E. Maureen Hood
Frederick Houser
David Howe
Charlotte Hummel
Pam Izzo
Joanne Jacobs
Hemwatie Jaipershad
Gary & Debra Jakaitis
Frank Jaklitsch
Anna Jakucewicz
Shannon Jayapal
Kelly Jean-Charles
Ellen Jennings
Hon. Kathleen M. Jimino
Edward Johnson, Jr.
Eric & Priscilla Johnson
James Johnson
John & Wilma Jozwiak
Laura Kabay
Dr. Allen Kaplan
Elizabeth Kellogg
Sara Kelly
Phyllis Kershaw
Jean & Steve Kerwin
June King
Mary Kirwan
Amy Kline Minick
Diane Knight
Jane & David Knight
Gary & Rosemary Kochem
Barbara Koehler
Steve & Betty Kohn
James Kopp & Elizabeth Gaffney
Andrew Kosier
L. Beth Krueger
Christina Lacomb
Lauren & Jason LaFlam
Jennifer LaGue
Michael LaLiberte & Friends of 
 Matty C.
Patricia Lalik
Gail Landrigan
Lynne Landrigan
Timothy Lane & 
 Alison McLean-Lane
Susan Langevin
Gail Lawrence
Constance Laymon
Eric Lehman & Annette Franchini
Louis & Edwina Leveroni
Daniel & Sarah Lewis

Carol Liburdi
Patricia Lincoln
Gloria Littlefield
Wendell Lorang & Sherry Gold
Colleen Luther
Linda Lyons
Christine Macaione
Supervisor Paula Mahan
J. David Mahoney & Donna 
 Packard-Mahoney
Michael Maiello
Eileen Maikels
George & Edwina Malinoski
Nancy Mallory
Elizabeth Malthaner
Lorraine Mara
Victor Markiewicz, Sr.
Thomas Marks
Mike & Kayt Marra
Ashleigh Martel
Elisabeth Martin
Cathy Marvin
Mark & Penny Mason
Grace Mastalong
Debra Mastriani
Lisa Matera
Mary Lu Mattingly
Karen Maxwell
Colleen McAllister
Lorraine McCann
James McGivern
Thomas & Kim McKeon
Catherine McLaughlin
John McNeill
Trisha McNeill
Barbara Meagher
Carol Milano-Smith
Anita Miller
Cynthia Miller
Jim Mills
William Mirabile
Todd & Amy Monahan
Dolores & Briggs Montero
Ron Moraski
D. Kirk & Kathleen Morgan
Phyllis H. Morgan
Martin Morris
Ken & Jeanette Mortensen
Alan Mostek
Thomas Moylan
Ann Moynihan
Donald Murray
Francis Murray
Jacqueline Murray
Lisa Murray
Tina Murray
Patricia Mutterer
Michael Naumiec
Allison Newman
Mildred Nicholson
Tammy Nolin
Arlene North
Catherine North
Dottie Norvik
Suzanne Novak
Susan O’Hearn Jordan
Renata Ockerby
Kaaren Oesterreich
Catherine Ogden & 
 Helene DeSanto
Keith & Deborah Ogden
Deborah Onslow
Karen Opalka
Jeanne Palmer
Linda Passaretti
Jonathan & Lois Pasternack
Michelle Peavy
Susanne Peckham
Elaine & Thomas Person
Lori Petronella
Cathy Pettigrew
Regina Piekos
Alison Pine
Joseph & Kathryn Pingelski
April & Michael Pisciotta

Warren & Dorothy Pratt
Diana & Paul Praus
Joan & John Prendergast
Kathy Pyle
Helen Rack & Erwin Guetig
Jessica Radzewicz
Richard Raffo
Mark Ray
Danielle Renga
Karen Rhoades
Michael Ricard
Donald & Sally Rice
Rosalie Richard
Stephanie Richter
Donna Riley
Carol Robinson
Karl Roenick
Keith & Susan Roland
Janice Ronner
Austin Rowland
Claudia Ryan & John Harkin
Marc Saltzman & Kirk Myers
Julie Sanford
Frank Santoro
Regina & Rick Saulsbery
Duncan Savage, MD
Sandra Sawyer
Joanne Scalzo
Dr. John Schenck
Linda Schoonover
Hugh Schrader
Kimberly Sciavone
Maryann Senecal
George Senft
Louise Shadlock
Matthew Shea
Karin & Robert Shepherd
Paul Shore
Wendy Shotsky
Robin Siciliano
Terri & Steve Silverman
Carol & Lawrence Simard
Mary Sinnenberg
Nick & Lynn Smirensky
Barbara Smith
Betsy Smith
Denise Smith & Joseph Bonkoski
Irwin Smith III
Pat Smith
Patricia Smith
Susan Smith
Gerald Sourdiff
Jill Spofford
Alan & Lynn Steiner
Catherine Stevens
Joan Stoffels
Dolores Stojak
Teresa Stoklosa
Anita & John Stotts
Gregory Streeter
Shayne Stump
Nan Sullivan
Margaret Sumner
Michelle Swanson Kaprielian
Robert & Mary Sweeney
Deborah Sylvester
Kathleen Tanner
Richard & Kelley Taylor
Margaret Teresi
Frank & Liz Therrien
David & Carlynn Thompson
Brian Thomson
Craig Tower
Thomas Tracy
Shirley Traynor
Bruce Trent & Barbara Bechmann
Dr. Ann Marie Truppi
Rev. William Turnbull
MaryAnn Valenti
Art & Sandra Venne
Anna Verleger
Susan Vernooy
Clara Verreau
Mary VonHof-Martin & 
 Trent Martin

Stephanie Vroman
Nick Waer & Andrea Dzierwa
Janet Wahl
Gloria Wakewood
Gunnar & Linda Walmet
Stephanie Walsh
Louise Weeks
Ryan Welch
Scott Wettig
Melanie Whinnery
Ida White
Eileen Wilkinson
Dawn & Barry Wilson
Dolores Wilson
Jane Wimmer
Olga Winsor
Cynthia Winter
Rachel Winters
Barbara Wood
Edward Yaggle
Max Yeater
Fawn Zampier
Anna Mae Zenzen
Anne Zugalla

Organization 
Donors
Critters’ Pick - $10,000+
GlobalGiving Foundation - Pepsi  
 Refresh Project
PetSmart Charities Adoption  
 Program

Whisker Lovers - $5,000+
ASPCA
Boys “R” Us
Dyson Foundation
GE Foundation Matching Gifts
John T. & Jane A. Wiederhold  
 Foundation

Animal Angels - $2,500+
Community Foundation for 
 the Greater Capital Region’s 
 Assemblyman Robert Reilly
 Salary Fund
SEFCU Community Support  
 Program
Wm. J. Keller & Sons Construction  
 Corp.

Best Friends Forever - $1,000+
Albany Capital District Pug Lovers  
 Group
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Best Buy
Better Homes & Gardens Real  
 Estate Tech Valley
Black Cat Ale House & Patrons
Community Resource Federal  
 Credit Union
E. Stewart Jones Law Firm
East Greenbush Animal Hospital
Find Your Dreams, Inc.
Head to Tail Pet Wellness Center
McGlinchy Stafford PLLC
Philips Healthcare Employees
Pitney Bowes Software
Prentice Foundation
Sidney & Beatrice Albert  
 Foundation
Verizon Foundation

Tail Waggers - $500+
1st Playable Productions 
 Matching Gifts
5280 Solutions
69ers Motorcycle Club Annual  
 Ride
A. Colarusso & Son, Inc.
Albany Devils Pucks & Paws  
 Fundraiser
Alpha Phi Omega - EZ Chapter
AT&T

CDL School, Inc.
E. A. Barvoets Fund
Friends of Washington Park Troy
Global Impact Matching Gifts
Google Matching Gifts Program
John & Gloria Hilton Family Fund
Just Cats Veterinary Clinic
KeyBank
KeyBank Foundation Matching  
 Gifts
Lazy Dog Cookie Co.
Martin, Harding & Mazzotti, LLP
Menands Public Library Summer  
 Reading Program
New York State Lottery   
 Co-workers
Nigro Companies
NYSUT Employee Outreach  
 Network
Powers & Santola, LLP
Powmat Ltd.
Price Chopper #138 Redeemables  
 Fundraisers
Ray Fox’s Thanksgiving Dog Walk
Russell Sage College Student  
 Government
Sand Creek Animal Hospital
SEFCU
TD Bank
Trombly Foundation
WNYT-TV, LLC

Loyal Companions - $250+
Accu Care Home Health Services
Albany All Stars Roller Derby  
 Fundraiser
Albany Medical Center Birthplace
Albany Police Athletic League  
 Fundraiser
Bonadio Group “Jeans on Friday”  
 Program
C. L. King & Associates
Capital Bank
Capital Computer Associates, Inc.
Capital District Physicians’ Health  
 Plan
Cargill Inc.
Chris White, The Dog Walker LLC
Colonie Center
Dancing with the RPI Stars  
 Competition
DST Systems, Inc. Matching Gifts
E. W. Tompkins Company, Inc.
Feed Ingredient Trading Corp.
First New York FCU - People  
 Helping People Committee
Fusco Personnel, Inc.
Hoffman Enterprises
Hunde Haus
JC Penney Crossgates
Jermain Port Schuyler Women
LA Pet Salon, LLC
Lounsbury Family Foundation
Mac-Haydn Theatre Patrons
Mike’s Pest Service
NYS Dept. of Labor Registration  
 Section
Poppin’ Rockin’ Popcorn Company
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation
Roessleville Elementary School
Siemens Industry, Inc.
Sloppy Kisses Treat Boutique  
 Patrons
Sunmark FCU Employees
Tectonic Engineering & Surveying  
 Consultants
Thomas O’Brien Academy of  
 Science & Technology
Upstate Appraisal Services
Veeder Elementary School Penny  
 Harvest
Warren W. Fane, Inc.
Wolf’s 1-11 Restaurant & Games



Trainer’s 
Corner       

(518) 495-7387
Hemlock Hollow LLC 

www.hemlockhollowdogtraining.com

By Christine Danker, CPDT

Chris Danker, CPDT, has over four decades of 
showing and handling her own dogs as well as 

dogs for clients. Participating in many venues, 
Chris has handled dogs to multiple National and 

Regional Specialty wins, and over 70 titles in 
obedience, agility and conformation.  She is active 
in pet therapy with her own dogs. Chris is a Canine 
Good Citizen (CGC) and Therapy Dog International 

(TDI) evaluator.

Chris is now teaching classes and workshops  
at the Humane Society.  Check our website  

www.mohawkhumane.org for  
the latest dates and times.

Pet Therapy
Therapy dogs provide comfort and companionship to residents of hospitals, nursing homes and other facilities.  They can increase the 
confidence of a child who reads to them and help teach responsible pet ownership.  Dogs are not critical of us; they accept us just as we are.

A dog walking into a medical facility brings smiles to the residents.  The enhanced social interaction helps mental stimulation.  Clinical studies 
show talking to and touching a dog lowers blood pressure, decreases stress and helps relieve depression.

Do you and your dog have what it takes to be a part of a therapy team?  When being evaluated for certification, you are both being observed.

Therapy Dog International evaluators must follow the organization’s guidelines.  Dogs are required to walk on a loose lead and to maneuver 
around medical equipment such as a wheelchair, a walker, someone with a cane or an unsteady gait.  Evaluators may wear hats or sunglasses 
and will lift paws, look inside ears and hold the dog’s tail.  The purpose is to recreate real-life situations.  In addition, your dog will be required 
to sit, go down on cue and remain in position while you walk 20 feet away.  Will she come directly to you when called from 10 feet away?  Is 
the dog comfortable being left with a stranger while you are out of sight for three minutes?

During educational programs, children are taught to ask permission to pet a dog and to always approach from the front.  In real life, this 
doesn’t always happen.  Recently I was with a patient in the waiting room at a local 
hospital when a young child came running and put her face directly into my dog’s 
face and kissed her on the cheek as she put her arms around her!  Lab Lucy remained 
comfortable and reciprocated by licking the little girl’s face.  At the same time, a visitor 
patted Lucy on the back from behind.  Therapy dogs must have stable temperaments 
and not bolt or startle, but rather exhibit self-control and greet politely by sitting quietly.

Your dog must also be able to walk at your side and meet a handler walking toward you 
with a dog.  While their owners shake hands and chat, the dogs must remain at their 
owner’s side, showing only a casual interest in each other.

The most challenging section of the test is the “leave it” exercise.  This is where many 
dogs fail.  A recent rule change now requires dogs to walk over a piece of food on the 
ground.  “Leave it” is useful when your dog sees something icky on the road while out 
for a walk or if something falls from the kitchen counter.  For a therapy dog, it is essential 
to “leave it” upon cue.

Everyone smiles when watching a therapy dog interact with patients or seeing a child’s 
reading skills improve as a dog patiently listens.  For more details on Therapy Dogs 
International, please visit www.tdi-dog.org or call 973-252-9800.

Mohawk Hudson Humane Society will be hosting another Therapy Dog test on June 9, 
2012, in conjunction with the third annual Paws in the Park walk and community day.  
Please check the shelter’s website in the coming months to find out more details or 
contact me at hemlock@nycap.rr.com for more information.
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In Memory Of...
Vicki Adler
   Mildred Wolfe
Agnes & George
   Maureen Smith
John Ahearn, Sr.
   John Sheahan
John, Margaret, Tim & 
  Happy Albert
   Pam Holcomb
Jill Alderman
   Margee Hyde TS Fundraiser
Florence “Lori” Alston
   David Burger
Anna Belle
   Richard Miller
Sarah Aronson
   Phoebe Heim
BD
   Jim Scaglione & Geoff Morse
Bailey
   Erin Waterhouse
   Mary Ann Rosenzweig
Thomas Baldowski
   DOT Friends
   Doreen Howe
   Richard Marriott
   Nelda Polansky & Dan Polansky
Bambi & Mort
   Donna Kochis
Bill & Teresa Barney
   Mary Agnes Martin Femia
Beau
   Starr McCarty
Becky
   Dr. Susan Holdridge
Benny
   Susan Smith
Bernie
   Denise Sylvester
Bert, Jada & Chip
   Joseph & Patricia Pinto
Michael Betor, Sr.
   Barbara Betor
   Diane Pangburn
Billy
   Robert Kirkendall
Helen Blais
   Capitaland Motors
Jeffrey Bogardus
   Michele Heiss
   Morgan & Mary Longmate
Boots
   Anne Flowers
Bosco 2008
   Kathryn Tarentino
Daisy Bottachiari
   Kristin Bottachiari
Art & Betty Bouchard and Brandy
   Elizabeth Bouchard
Brandee & Obe
   Constance Laymon
William Brennan, Sr.
   Edward & Susan Connolly
Patrick Breslin
   Nancy Chyko
Brewster
   Ashley Jordan
Shirley Brownheim
   Margaret & Andy Ashe
   Sheila Cutler
   John Paeglow
   Beverly & Donald Porzel
   Madeleine Smachlo
   Mary Stock
   James & Honey Templeton
James Bryant
   Thomas Doolittle, DDS
   Wyatt & Eileen Harper
   Jeff & Diane Sylor
Dorothy Burnash
   Patricia Bushane 
   Judy Dorsman  
   Mary Horner 
   Susanne Norton
   Richard & Barbara Olszowy 
   SUNY
   Edith Wolbert

Butterscotch
   Mark & Linda Fremgen
Caesar & Gyzmo
   Heidemarie Coody
Matthew Canfield
   Mary Delory
Julie Capobianco
   Amelia Cosso 
Barbara & Richard Carman
   Michele Delehanty
Leeloo Chappell
   Julie Chappell 
Madeline Della Chartier
   Barbara Buckley 
   Alan & Pat Donnelly 
   William & Suzanne Gilday
Cliff, Tabby, Shadow & Boots
   Helen Campbell
Cody & Charlie
   Barbara McNamee
Cody
   Jhane Marello
Cooper
   Judy & Roy Fruiterman 
Cubbie
   Neil & Rosemary Brown
Carolyn Cushman
   Janis Ernst 
D.J. & Sydney
   Penny Schermerhorn
Dad
   Cathy Renna 
Delila
   Mary VonHof-Martin & 
  Trent Martin 
Brian Dennis
   Cindy Hill, Beth Brown, Elizabeth 

Goodermote & Terry Berthiaume
Donna Derico
   St. Peter’s Hospital Microbiology  

 Lab & Clinical Technology
   Gloria Wakewood
Winston Derusha Thorne
   Todd & Amy Monahan
   Anita & John Stotts 
Amanda Deuel
   Mary Beth Farmer
Bailey Dickson
   Kim Middleton 
Dixie
   Kathleen Le Boeuf
William Doherty
   Gloria Wakewood 
Robert Durivage
   Albany Memorial & Samaritan  

 Schools of Nursing 
   Bob & Mary Ann Terry
Joe Eagan
   Mary, Judith, John & 
  Shannon Kelly 
Buddy Ellis
   Ed Ellis
Emma
   I. Norman & Micki Massry
   Virginia Arbour
Gianna Enzien
   John Enzien  
Nicholas Fabozzi
   Brent Bashaw 
   Nick & Lillian Coluccio 
   Tracey Hubicki 
   Lisa McMurdo 
   Mary Newell 
   Diane Ostrander 
Fanny & Max
   Dale Evva Gelfand
Charles Feeley, III
   Joanne Decker
Fiona
   Nora Owens
Joan Fiske
   Nancy & Robert Carpenter 
   Betty Ferris 
   Ichabod Crane Middle/Elementary  

 School Sunshine Fund 
   Susan Jermain 

Jamie Flavin
   Cohoes Youth Boxing Club 

Mary Grace Foglia
   College of St. Rose 2-West Office  

 Group
Schootik Forte
   Jack Fandl  
Jackie Fowler
   George Moore  
Gregory Fox
   Roberta Worden
Gabriella
   Doreen & Stephen Vogt 
Gloria Galeo
   Frank D’Amico 
   Phyllis & Carl D’Amico
Philip Gara, Sr.
   Adirondack Radiology Associates, PC 
   Albany St. Patrick’s Day Parade  

 Committee 
   Capital District Police K9 Training  

 Group 
   Kate & Frank DeSantis 
   Alan & Pat Donnelly 
   Sandra & Richard Horwitz 
   Judith & Paul Kozlowski 
   Donald MacCormack 
   Dolores Michalski 
   Tracy Mosher 
   Roberta Nero 
   John J. Nigro 
   Kathleen Ogborn
   Gregory & Deborah Rickes
   Michele & Guy Roemer
   Nathaniel & Sharon Seale
   Shaker Junior High School Science  

  Dept. 
   Frank Staucet 
   George & Patti Tobler 
Gia
   E. Maureen Hood
David Giroux
   John Carriero
Eugenio “Coco” Gitto
   Alexis Murphy 
Gizzie
   Christine Suruda  
Goldie, Congress & Olivia
   Douglas & Harriet Case
Sampson Goldstein
   Brian Goldstein 
Sarah Gosselin
   Chaz Furman
Alberta Gottstein
   Carol Caban
Molly Govel
   Jennifer Moser
Dorothy Gregor
   Sara Nelsen
Betty Gregory
   Michelle Vasilakis
Oreo Grochmal
   Donna Done 
Guinness
   Marguerite Bauer
Scott Hannett
   Catherine Bombard 
   Jo-Ann Coyne 
   Joseph & Anne Miralles 
   Susan Skinner & Susan Colatosti 
Suzanne Harris
   Carmel Brendese
Adeline Marie Haymes
   Paul Jossman, Paul Rapp,  

 Bill Polchinski, Mike Eck &  
  Steve Davies

Hector
   Lizann Risk
Bertha Helfand
   Thomas & Sandra Burzesi 
Henry
   Michelle Bruck
Geraldine Herrington
   Terilynn Glasheen
Hildegard Holman
   Maryann Johanning
   Gary Jordan
Howie, Maddie, Davis, Poco, Stella  

 & Augie
   Wendy Mapstone
Hudson
   Philip Rosenberg

Jack
   Diana Easlick
Jemimma
   Joni Ryan 
Jeter
   Chris & Julie Godfrey
Jonah
   S. Ann DeLorimiere 
Kadia
   Jaret & Donetta Morse
Kali
   Michael Monaghan 
Shady Kaufman
   Beth & Hadass Kaufman
Jack Kelly
   Mary, Judith, John & Shannon Kelly 
Kermit & Mutant Toed
   Francis & Mary Reed
Lady Tilly Kerwin
   Katie Kerwin
Nicholas Kidalowski
   Laurel Kidalowski 
Kiki
   Laurie Ammerman
Kitty
   JoAnne Racicot 
Paul Klym
   Anonymous 
Alice Kramer
   Laura Kramer
Palma “Ma Ma” Ladd
   Linda Lewis
Joan Lajeunesse
   Sandy Barringer 
   Bill & Gloria Coe 
   Gale & Joe Giaminelli 
   Peter Iannacone 
Lance, Marley, Samson, Clark,  

 Nolan, Chaz, Luther & Murphy
   Kelly Kirwin
Blue Lasky
   William & Lisa Snyder
Lynda Laurent
   Cathy Laurent
Irving Issie Levine
   Mark, Frances, Daniel & 
  Joshua Goldberg 
Nancy Lofaro
   Dianne Ammerman 
   Alfred Manzella
Lucky, Polly, Blackie, Maggie &  

 Many Other Pets
   Linda & David Bopp
Betty MacMonagle
   Beverly & Donald Porzel  
Madeline & Lit’l Cat
   Lisa Kindt
Madison & Dudley
   Deborah Stewart 
Maggie
   Kathy Brady
   Pam Caldwell 
Ruth Maloney
   Bob & Marillyn Dougherty
   Ellen Franklin-Furgason 
   Barbara Jennes 
   Judith & James Morris 
   Irene Murray 
   Gail Ann Nizinkirck  
   Barbara Ulitsky 
   Elaine Wirgau
Ruth & Tom Maloney
   Cyndi & Rick McLaughlin 
Mandy
   Bernard Bielawa 
Brutus Mariaca
   Kristian Mariaca
Max
   Kevin Kearney
 Maynard & Fred, Foozie & Stinky
   William Bennett 
Janet McCarthy
   Michele Cerulli 
Anne “Nan” McClure
   Linda Bartels 
Ricky McGorman
   Colleen Gorman & 
  Sharron McOmber 
Dorothy McNally
   ASCO Oldtimers’ Club 
   Margaret Atkinson

 Pam & Paul Contreri 
   Anthony & Kayla Fulginiti 
   Mike & Cheryl Walker 
   Dorothy Warwick
Mickey & Gerry
   Patricia Phillips 
Mickey
   Christine Ozack 
Misty
   Christine Nash
Molly
   Richard & Debbie Bedard 
Paul & Mary Monaco
   Rosemarie Melius  
Moo Moo
   Nancy Costa 
Morgan
   Wayne Wright 
Philip Morgan
   D. Kirk & Kathleen Morgan
Agnes Morris
   Martin Morris
Marion Muldoon
   Muldoon Robinson Family 
Murphy
   Scott Wettig 
Natalie & Sparky
   James Kitts
Nemo & Mia
   Donna Keller
Nicky
   Ray & Donna Hamill 
Theresa Norton
   Joan McKeon 
Oreo
   John & Linda Grochmal 
Mary Overton
   Kathleen Betjemann & 
  Laura Leschik 
Peanut & Abby
   Amy Mignacci
Pekoe & Smokey
   Megan Brown & Jeff Anderson 
Penelope
   Kathleen Preston
Penny
   Jill Dunkel 
Pepper
   Paul Ladouceur 
Pippin & Pandora
   Dorothy Sager
Paul Polansky
   Nelda Polansky & Dan Polansky 
Polar, Pal & Phoenix
   Joanne & Merlin Wagner
Linda Diane Ponti
   Colleen McGrady
Vincent Powers
   Beth Ann Buckner 
Sheila Prediger
   Burgess, Lasky & Risler Families
   Susan Gugisberg
Puccini
   Catherine Chestara
Ralph & Roberta
   Shirley Beach
Rocky, et. al.
   Alicja Bialasiewicz 
Callie Roemer
   Amy & Mark Chiplock 
   James & Elaine Roemer 
   Megan Roemer
Robert Roll
   Alexis Murphy
   Maureen Noonan 
Doris Rome
   Keith & Susan Roland 
Rose
   Cathy Pettigrew
   Gloria Coppola 
   Jacqueline & Edward McDonough
Florence Rynski
   Jim Zabinski 
Sadie
   Thomas & Barbara Rider
Sam & Shiro
   Christine Connell 
Sam
   Ann Spratt
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Sam, Hobbes, Mr. Calabash, Spot, 
  Ike & Tina
   Bob & Mary Blackmon
Sammy
   Joe & Jan Precopia
Sampson
   Lynn Bessette 
Gail Samuelson
   Margaret Skinner
Sandy
   Daci Leonard
Sarah
   Lynn Couey
Penelope Saulsbery
   Regina & Rick Saulsbery
Arthur Schinzel
   Maxine Hasbrouck 
   Seton Health/St. Mary’s Hospital  

 Facilities Services Dept. 
Max Schreiber
   Iliana Schreiber-Giacona
King Schuchman
   Friends of Dave Schuchman 
Sgt. Pepper, Muffy & Kitty
   George & Edwina Malinoski 
Shelby
   Avi Bagchi 
Jean Shephard
   Carol Caban
Margaret Sickles
   Arthur & Lynda Turner 
  & Erma MacArthur
Simon
   M. Susan Watson
Arthur Smith
   Martin & Diane Buckland 
   Marcia Goldblatt & 
  Mildred Posselt 
   Patricia Ward 
Regina Smith
   Marjorie Connors 
   James Gray 
Smokey & Luther
   Helen & Ronald Veiga
Spider
   Kathryn Lee & Meg Keleher
Spike
   Jean Moore 
Sharon Stein
   Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hackman 
Al Struss’s Brother
   Alexis Murphy 
Sue Struss’s Father
   Alexis Murphy 
Tabatha
   Susan Friday
Tabby, Dom, Kit, Bellie & Toby
   Jennifer Walter 
Tai, Shensi & Tasha
   Jean Krokenberger
Missy Taylor
   Gene & Pat Joyce
Jeanne Teauhey
   NYS Office of Mental Health -  

 Facility Personnel Services  
Jodie Thompson
   Burns Family
Thor
   Paul Foundas 
Sophia Thorpe
   Constance Hester
Tiger
   Tricia Sigsworth
Toby
   Mark Bethel
Tommie
   Donna & Michael Cramer 
Torrie
   Timothy Dolan
Nadia Trinkala
   Stephanie Lloyd
Mudge Ullmann
   Sherry Russell 
Underdog
   Andrea Schulz
Timothy Walsh
   Ronald & Carol Bailey
Robert Whalen, MD
   Anna Whalen
Michael Williams
   Debra Flagler 

Nancy Wise
   Joanne Wise
Wishes
   Margaret Wilson
Yucon
   Cathy & Bob Soloyna
Clement Zotto
   Stephanie Clarke
   John & Ellen Davidson 

In Honor Of...
All my pets
   Kathryn Dell 
All needy animals
   David Kozakiewicz
Angel
   Kimberly & James Wilson
Anita
   Rosemary Fertal
Anna
   Matthew Campbell 
   Katharine Harris 
Matthew Ballien
   Gloria Ballien
Shirley Beach
   Maureen Evers & Richard Beach
Bertie
   Lorraine McCann 
Kathleen Betjemann
   Timothy Betjemann 
Alicja Bialasiewicz
   Barbara Lancaster
   Gabi & Mark Lounds
Alison Bianchi & George Negron
   Anonymous 
Marge Bosanko
   David Kidera
Anna Brennan
   Bruce Hedden  
   Frederick Hedden  
   Nancy Leventhal  
   Edmund Mashmann
Ed & Barbara Brown
   Pamela Turner
Jane Burgdorf
   Patrick & Michelle Brown
Betty Capelianis
   Amanda Cernik
James Catlin
   Nur Atalay
Darren & Tami Celso
   Marilyn Morris
Helen Cernik
   Amanda Cernik
Julie Chappell
   Ruri Chappell 
Chili
   Sara Kelly
Chloe
   Linda Siatkowski  
Casey Cieszynski
   Henry Cieszynski-Polomaine  
Jean & Nick Cioffi
   Ann Marie Myers
Susan Clemens
   Carol Gaunay 
Cocco
   Mario Spataro 
Kimberly Cohen
   Jeremiah & Dora Kahil 
Peter Collins, DDS
   Peter H. Collins, DDS Office Staff 
Ellen Collins
   Pamela Gelgud 
Communication Services Staff
   Terry Tyson
Robert & Marylou Connolly
   Kerry Murphy 
Crime Victim & Sexual Violence  

 Center
   Karen Ziegler 
Scott, Denise, Jordan & Tyler  

 DaCosta Gomez
   Constance Hester  
Tom & Teresa Daly
   Ann Marie Myers  
Sheillagh Dare
   Donna Reed Austin 

Puspa Das
   Sheila Das 
Cindy DiPofi
   Richard Pfielsticker 
Debbie & Steven Doling
   Barbara Freed 
   Gloria Herkowitz
Jenna Dott
   Nancy Beeler 
Duncan & Tigger
   Rosehn Gipe 
Dennis Durkin
   Michael O’Connell  
Duval & Blu
   Carol Healey
Everest
   Gerald Paris
Tony Filippone
   Tim Wilde & Liz Covart  
David & Rosaleen Fisk
   Carla Fisk 
   Emelia Michels-Ratliff
Gracie Fisk
   Blue Taylor 
Rover Fisk
   Jennifer Fisk
Brian Fleury
   James McGivern
Fluffy & Benji
   Mithun Chittajallu  
Fred & Layla
   Matthew Clary  
Stacy Fruiterman
   Judy & Roy Fruiterman 
Genoa & Mizzen
   Lucy Anderson 
Michele & William Germain
   Diane Taylor 
Heather Gorman
   C. L. King & Associates 
John Grego
   James & Ann Vandervort
Regina Grego
   Arianna & Gordon Hirschman  
Gremlin & Majmun
   Elizabeth McLaren 
Rob & Katie Guptill
   Melinda Taylor
Sweetie Marie Harrison
   Mary Nardolillo 
Nancy Haynes
   Sharon Ansell 
Don Hebert & Fred Larison
   Ingrid Schaaphok  
Janet & Edward Hoffman
   Suzanne Baker 
Kelly Hoyt
   David Hoyt
Mariesa Jozwiak
   3rd Grade Class
Julia & Flan
   Jay Borok 
   Kristine Sabenicio
Allen Kaplan
   Helen Kaplan 
John Kawola
   John & Nancy Kawola
Richard King
   Leah Guidarelli  
Kate Kroll
   James Bush 
   DAGI, Inc. 
   Sarah Hesler 
   Sarah Tierney 
   Nicholas Van Plew
Susan Kurp
   C. L. King & Associates
Landers Family
   Kathleen Arnold  
Lauri & Debbi
   David & Merelyn Stewart 
Lily
   John Parodi  
Lisa & Kelly
   Sarah Springer
Stephanie Lloyd & Ken Fougnier
   Heather Fougnier 
Leda Loux
   Five Rivers Environmental  

 Education Center Co-workers
   Alice Loux

Lucy Mae & Lucky Dog
   Laura DeGaetano
James Maas
   Sondra Johnson Maas  
Karen MacAffer
   John MacAffer 
Dr. Sarah Madaio
   Allie Herrington  
Mandy & Jerry
   Alan Lawitz  
Judith Mangino
   C. L. King & Associates
Jennifer Margosian
   Kathryn Moriarty
Bertha Marinucci & Sam
   Michael & Karen Marinucci  
   Michael Marinucci  
Mastrion Family
   Todd LaRoche
Max
   Gatewood & Robert Kerr, Kefi and 
   Athina 
Max
   Anita Stevens 
McGee
   JoEllen & Chad Smith
Jessica McGivern & Pat Allen
   James McGivern 
Elizabeth McLaren
   Cindy & Connee Osborne  
Sergio Menendez
   PCO Staff - Mark, Jeanne, Heather, 
  Aaron, Deb, Dennis & Kevin 
Kayla Miles
   Ethel Silverberg
Monty
   Colby Roberts
George Moore
   Lorraine LaFerriere  
Moussa
   Sarah & Mike LaRose
Ann Marie Myers
   Aileen McGrath
NYSERDA RPS Team
   Kevin Hale
Cheri Newton
   Colleen McGowan-Hawley  
Elaine Nichols
   Crystal Coleman
Joyce Novak
   Michael & Monique Freshman, MDs
Dr. Michael Parker
   Holly Masse
Charlie Pearce Casline
   Jennifer Pearce
Libby Post
   Lillie Ruby  
Karen Praisner
   Joshua Berner
Bill & Ruth Price
   Chris Owens & Lady Judy
Putnam & Hoffman Families &  

 Friends
   Melissa Hoffman  
Monya Relles
   Rose Duhan 
Cheryl & Brian Riberdy
   Lisa Bold  

Carol Roberts
   Joan Verdile 
Steven Roberts
   Gary LaValley 
Jill & Don Rothwein
   Karen Penree
Sammi & Mr. Bing
   Catherine Colasurdo
William & Kathy Sarchino
   Nicholas Bisanz 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Scheer
   Keri Fitzgerald 
Brad & Lessa Shear
   Andrew Shear
Dolly Lee Simmons
   Helen Articolo
   John Articolo 
Marilyn Simon
   Nancy Lord 
Sir Magus Archer of Cucumber
   Rachael Miller-Taber  
Holly Stah
   Cherry Ryan
Stella
   C. W. Kelleher
Sarah Sternbach
   Yaron Sternbach
Christopher Stier
   Richard Beaumont 
Tallie & Dazzle
   Gail Taddeo 
Cheryl Traeger
   Donna Reed Austin 
Julie Traylor
   Constance Hester  
Sue, Mischief, Chaos, Apache &  

 Jack Valente
   Alyssa Valente 
Susan Vernooy
   Timothy & Christine Kelly
Nancy Jo Vinci & Al Weber
   Nancy Stock 
Ken Walker
   Robyn Kearns 
Jackie & Mike White
   James McGivern 
Nancy Wideman
   Arlene Hurley  
Xandi, Percy, Sassy, Ditto, Honey,  

 Max, Kelvin & Sweetie
   Linda Harrison 
Tipper C. Yanulavich
   Barry Yanulavich
Tammy & Dave Zahniser
   Constance Hester 
Ziggy
   William Lecuyer

Due to space constraints, only tribute 
gifts of $25 or higher are listed in our 
print newsletters. tribute gifts of all 
amounts are listed on our web site, 
www.mohawkhumane.org.

PLEASE NOTE

Tribute gifts listed here were received 11/9/11 – 1/8/12.   tributes

thank you!



Recently a distraught woman came to us because she needed 
to find a new home for her rabbit.  Coco the bunny had been 
a gift for her daughter, now grown and living away from home.  
Coco had been sick for three months with a respiratory infection 
and had been to a veterinarian for treatment.  Sadly, Coco’s 
owner became seriously ill and could not provide the care the 
veterinarian had prescribed.

When Coco arrived, her eyes were barely open because they 
had become crusted from discharge.  The MHHS admitting staff 
immediately brought Coco to the attention of the veterinary staff 
as they were seriously concerned about her health.  Her chest 
rattled under the stethoscope and her heavy breathing could be 
heard from across the room.  Coco also hadn’t been eating and 
had become dangerously underweight.

I immediately called Dr. Joy Lucas of Upstate Animal Medical 
Center, who frequently helps us with our rabbit problems and 
offers MHHS a discount on procedures that can’t be performed 
at the shelter, such as rabbit dentistry.  A chronic respiratory 
disease in a rabbit is a significant issue, but combined with Coco’s 
gastrointestinal distress, her condition could have been fatal.

As sick as she was, Coco sought out affection by cuddling in 
my lap and brushing her head on my hand to make me pet her.  

We started intensive therapy and 
every day was “touch and go.”  Coco 
continued to improve, but still wasn’t 
eating well on her own.  Our staff 
and one of our rabbit volunteers, 
Jude Raphael, had to force-feed Coco a critical care diet four to 
six times a day to prevent her intestines from shutting down 
completely.

After about a week of intensive care, Coco started eating on her 
own.  While this was a turning point, she still had some medical 
issues that needed attention.  Coco was admitted to Upstate 
Animal Medical Center for a dental issue that was also impacting 
her health.

We’re pleased to report that Coco is now fully healed and looking 
for a new home.

Rabbits are a frequently misunderstood pet.  They should be kept 
as indoor pets and are easily litterbox-trained.  They can live up to 
12 years, so serious thought should be put into adopting a rabbit 
as a child’s pet.  Like other animals, rabbits need time to interact 
and play; a budget for food that includes not only pellets but 
hay, fresh fruits and vegetables; and a budget for veterinary care.

A Bunny Tail

Jeff Riker adopted Abigail from the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society in 
2009, and they’ve been together ever since.  Jeff has worked with the fire 
department for seven years and knows the importance of fire safety.  In early 
October 2011, he made sure the fire in his fireplace was out before retiring 
for the night.  

At 1:30 a.m., Abigail woke Jeff.  He immediately smelled smoke and discovered 
light smoke on the first floor.  He called the fire department and placed 
Abigail in his truck before walking around the outside of the house.  As he 
reached the side, he was shocked to see flames had breached the exterior 
wall around the fireplace/chimney and were licking up that side of the house 
toward the second floor where the bedrooms are located.  

Jeff always has at least two fire extinguishers in the house.  Just as he was emptying the second one, the fire department 
pulled up and was able to keep the fire contained to one room.

According to Jeff,  “There is no doubt in my mind that if Abi had not awakened me, by the time the interior smoke detectors 
would have gone off, there would have much heavier fire load and damage.  Another two minutes and the house would 
have been totally involved.  She’s such a good girl, and she may just have saved my life!”

Her Firefighter Owner
Abigail Rescues

By Dr. Sarah Madaio


