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The holiday season was a busy time.  We 
met old friends and Society alum, and made 
many new friends at all sorts of events.  We 
would like to thank those companies and 
organizations that helped make the holidays 
joyous for us and better for our four-legged 
furry friends.    

The season started off with a bang and 
we knew we weren’t in Kansas anymore.  
MHRHS volunteer Rachel Baum’s dog, 
Nellie, was cast as “Toto” in Cohoes Music 
Hall’s C-R Kids production of The Wizard 
of Oz and we were invited to participate 
in the Saturday and Sunday matinees on 
November 7th and 8th.  Both dogs who 
made the trip to the theater with us found 
new homes!

Early December found us on the South 
Concourse at the Empire State Plaza for the 
annual Community Holiday Sale, where 
we sold a bunch of “hot off the press” 2010 
Cutest Pet Calendars and other holiday 
goodies for pets.  

Several organizations “adopted” the 
Society for Holiday gift giving.  The 
Starbucks located in Albany at the Hilton 
Garden Inn across from Albany Medical 

Center displayed our wish list; customers 
and employees donated items to help our 
animals “weather” the holidays in style.  The 
NYS Department of Labor also adopted us 
as part of their holiday plans, and collected 
all sorts of food and toys for the animals. 
In addition, Rensselaer County employees 
had a “dress down” day and raised funds to 
donate to the Society.  

Sunday, December 13th found us at 
Shampoodle in Clifton Park talking 

about coming events and having a grand 
time getting groomed and gussied up 
for the holidays.  That same day, several 
volunteers were at Ten Thousand Villages in 
Stuyvesant Plaza where 15% of sales made 
between noon and 4pm were donated to the 
Society.  What a treat to spend time making 
new friends – even in the snow and slush – 
while serving up cider and cookies!  

We have the pictures to prove that Santa 
loves pets, too!  Santa was very busy 
visiting the PetSmart stores in Latham and 
Glenmont on December 5th and 6th,

                                    Continued on page 7.

Holiday 
Gratitude and MeMories

Spring 2010

Abby with Santa. Abby was brought to the 
Colonie Center iSmile Studio photo session on 
December 16th by mom Jennifer Albright.

Left to right: Kelly Paslow, Rensselaer County 
Director of Public Safety; Brad Shear, MHRHS 
Executive Director, with Ginger and Kathy 
Jimino, Rensselaer County Executive.

Eve Rosen, store manager for Ten Thousand 
Villages, with Brad Shear.
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froM tHe director
A recent headline in a local paper read “Vermont 
court eyes value of a dog’s love.”  The story was 
about a couple suing a neighbor who shot their dog 
for wandering onto the neighbor’s property.  The man 
who shot the dog had already pled guilty to animal 
cruelty and had been ordered to pay for the veterinary 
care and cremation costs the owners incurred while 
trying to save -- and ultimately losing -- their family 
pet.  The case started in 2003 in a small town just 
outside of Montpelier and wound up in the state’s 
highest court.

So often we see news about animal cruelty and focus 
on the perpetrator and animal, but this is a story about 
two people and the love they have for their dog.  They 
are two people who miss their friend and companion, 
who was lost suddenly, tragically and unnecessarily.  

All of us who have lost a pet understand how difficult it can be to not only grieve 
the loss, but to experience the misunderstanding many people have of our grief.  
Often we are told to just go get another pet, or expected to “get over” our loss 
quickly.

This response shows a fundamental misunderstanding of our connection to animals 
and their importance in our lives.  Archeologists in Germany found a 14,000-year-
old grave in which people were buried alongside their canine companions – the 
oldest remains ever found of a domesticated dog.  Not only does this show how 
long we have been living with animals, but this time period was a turning point 
when animals helped humans to survive and humans did the same for animals.  
There were physical changes to both human and canine that made us forever reliant 
on each other.  Some say we humans domesticated the animals, but the truth is that 
we domesticated each other -- fitting our lives together so that both would be better 
equipped to survive.

Cats were worshiped as gods in ancient Egypt.  Egyptians were fascinated by 
cats and depended upon them for their ability to control snakes and rodents.  As 
an agrarian society, Egyptians needed cats to protect their harvested crops.  The 
penalty for killing a cat in ancient Egypt was severe, sometimes including death.

Today we have easier lives and don’t need animals to help us hunt or protect our 
community.  Our relationships with animals have given us a new leisure time 
that our ancient ancestors never could have imagined, but the importance of our 
connection remains embedded in our DNA.

Over and over again, cases similar to the Vermont case have been filed throughout 
the country and, to my knowledge, all have failed.  The courts regularly refer 
to a lack of case law supporting the concept that we can be compensated for the 
emotional distress caused by the loss of our companion animals.  The courts 
say it is for legislatures to create these laws and give further recognition to the 
importance of our faithful 
companions.  

Companion animals aren’t just 
nice to have around.  They 
truly shaped who we are over 
thousands of years.  It is time 
we pay them back for the 
protection, assistance and love 
they have shared with us for 
thousands of years. 

Executive Director
 Brad Shear and
 Bastian, his cat

Professional In-Home Pet Sitting
 Your Pets Stay in the  

Comfort & Safety of Home.

518-783-2273
Mid-Day Walks Available



Buddy’s HeroisM
Dear Humane Society,

I need to tell you about Buddy, who was known as Seymore the yellow lab at 
the shelter.  He recently became a doggie hero on November 11, 2009.  You 
see, on that day, an electrical fire started in the upstairs of our house.  My 
husband was home sick with a stomach virus and was exhausted due to lack 
of sleep the past two nights, kept awake by his stomach bug.  He was passed 
out on the couch after being sent home from work early, while my daughter 
and I had made plans to go to the movies.

As we sat in the movie, my cell phone kept going off (on vibrate, of course) 
until I finally called voice mail.  It was my husband frantically telling me the 
house had caught on fire, and if Buddy had not been in the house with him, he 
would probably be dead.  My husband was in such a deep sleep that he never 
heard the smoke detectors going off.  Buddy jumped on him and pawed at his 
chest until he woke up.

I’m happy to say that everyone, including all of our animals, made it out just 
fine.  To this day, Buddy will run and bark if he hears a smoke detector going 
off, and will try to make sure everyone is in the same room.  If someone is 
missing, he will actually try to find that person.

I just had to let someone at the Humane Society know about Buddy’s 
heroism.  He deserves some boasting!  He was a terrific dog when we 
brought him home, and we all love him so much.  We now have a better 
understanding about how much he loves his family.

Sincerely,

Buddy’s Mom

Buddy (left) and his 
housemate Sara.

a story of HeaLing
When Clancy arrived at the Humane Society, all 90 pounds of him had to be carried into our 
admitting center.  The kind person who found Clancy said the big Shepherd mix had been hit by a 
car and could not stand up.  Our medical director hurried to Clancy to examine him and make him 
comfortable.

Clancy could not use either of his back legs.  The vet’s initial exam found no obvious breaks, 
but xrays would be needed.  Clancy was given medication to manage his pain and reduce 
inflammation from the injury.  The vet was very concerned about Clancy’s condition after his 
initial exam because Clancy had lost all feeling in his back legs, but he held out hope for a 
recovery.  Staff members visited Clancy 
frequently just to sit with him and gently 
pet him while he began to recover from 
his traumatic experience.  Clancy warmly 
accepted the attention and comfort.

Xrays would confirm that, miraculously, 
none of Clancy’s bones were broken.  
It appeared that anti-inflammatory 
medication, pain management and love 
were all Clancy needed to get back on his 
feet again.  After days of only moving with 
assistance, our staff came in one morning 
to see Clancy standing up to greet them, 
wagging his tail.

Clancy never gave up and kept a positive 
attitude throughout his trauma and 
treatment.  Today Clancy is in a new loving 
home where he’ll spend his time sleeping 
in his own bed instead of dodging traffic.



We are pleased and proud to announce that we have created an Annual Fund as a way to recognize and celebrate our generous donors who provide the funds 
needed to keep orphaned animals healthy and ready for their new forever homes.  Your support will maintain the Society’s position as the preeminent leader in 
animal sheltering, humane education, advocacy and collaborative programming in the Capital Region.  With your help, we will continue to fulfill the Society’s 
mission to improve the lives of homeless and abused animals through sheltering, adoption, education and advocacy and the prevention of animal cruelty.  In 
addition, we will advance our vision of a community in which it is unacceptable to neglect, abuse or abandon animals; in which homeless animals will be given 
refuge in an appropriate facility; and ensure every adoptable animal finds a home.  

During the next few weeks and months you will be hearing from us, receiving small tokens of our appreciation and invitations to special events.  It is our way 
of thanking you and keeping you up-to-date on what’s happening with the organization.  We look forward to hearing from you and celebrating another year 
of helping animals in the Capital Region and beyond. Thank you for your past and continued support of our mission and vision.  Our Board of Directors thank 
you…our staff thanks you…and most importantly, the animals we care for thank you.  Together we can make animal dreams of new forever homes come true 
because with your help, anything and everything is PAWS-sible!

MoHaWk & Hudson river HuMane society annuaL fund
The Annual Fund levels reflect donations received between 1/1/09 and 12/31/09.  The Annual Fund does not include tributes or event-related contributions. 

It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.  -Mother Teresa

OrganizatiOns
Critters’ PiCk - $10,000+ 
Robb Charitable Trust 
 
Whisker LOvers - $5,000+ 
PetSmart Charities 
 
animaL angeLs - $2,500+ 
Sidney & Beatrice Albert Foundation 
 
Best Friends FOrever  
(BFF) - $1,000+ 
AIR Show Jumping 
Anonymous 
Arbor Hill Elementary School 
Bank of America Matching Gifts 
GE Foundation 
NYS Division of Budget Goodwill Fund 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
We Build Pages 
WTEN/Pet Connection 
 
taiL Waggers - $500+ 
Albany Capital District Pug  
   Lovers Group 
Arlene’s Artist Materials 
Capital Financial Planning 
Community Foundation for the Capital 
   Region Common Cents Program 
Deli & Brew 
E. A. Barvoets Fund 
Emma Willard School - SOAR 
Fuddruckers 
Innovative Performance Automotive 
Janney Montgomery Scott 
KeyBank Foundation 
LexisNexis Cares 
Mohawk Valley Cat Fanciers 
Nelnet, Inc. 
Nigro Companies 
Pedigree Adoption Drive Foundation 
Petco Foundation 
Ten Thousand Villages 
Tri-City ValleyCats 
Trombly Foundation 
Verizon Foundation 
Wolff’s Biergarten & Wurst Haus 
 
LOyaL COmPaniOns - $250+ 
1st Playable Productions 
5280 Solutions 
69ers Motorcycle Club 
Accu Care Home Health Services, Inc. 
Aetna Albany Volunteer Council 

Bethlehem Middle School 6th Grade  
   Student Council 
Catholic Central High School 
CSX Foundation, Inc. 
JC Penney Crossgates Employees 
Jermain Presbyterian Women 
New York State Automobile Dealers  
   Assoc. Employees 
Optimus Group 
Pitney Bowes Business Insight 
Powmat Ltd. 
Schenectady Regional Orthopedic  
   Associates Good Neighbor Committee 
St. Pius X School 
Veeder Elementary School 
Wal-Mart Distribution Center #6096 
WellPoint

 
individuaLs 
animaL angeLs - $2,500+ 
Aleda Wright 
 
Best Friends FOrever 
(BFF) - $1,000+ 
Joan Arthur Miano 
Patrick & Kathleen Battuello 
Margaret Buckley 
Christine & Paul Danker 
John & Connie Ebersole 
Dean & Suzanne Evans 
Michael Glover 
Marcia Handelman 
Joel & Nancy Kaplan 
Richard Kaufman 
Arthur Searles 
Elizabeth Van Nest 
 
taiL Waggers - $500+ 
Anonymous (2) 
Patricia Baron 
Gayle Beattie 
Charles Bohl 
Mary Bruce 
Hetty Jo Brumbach & Robert Jarvenpa 
Helen Campbell 
Margaret Clarke 
Tom & Marcy Corneil 
G. Ronald & Sandra Courington 
Ruth Craig & Antoinette Cristo 
Marilyn Dagostino 
David Darrin 
Kerry DeWitt 
Donna Done 
Kathleen Donohue 

Thomas Gallogly 
Susan Giacomini 
Susan Giesselmann 
Madeline Gigante 
June Greagan 
Barbara Harms 
Donald Hebert 
Kathryn Henningson 
Mary Hession 
Richard & Ann Jacobs 
Walter W. Kelle 
Joanne Lanni 
Marc Lifset 
Michael Lindsey 
Stephanie Lloyd 
Sandy Malloy & Steven Harris 
I. Norman & Micki Massry 
Woodrow Maxwell 
Elizabeth McLaren 
Ann & James McPherson 
Daniel & Maria McShane 
Raymond & Marilyn Mooney 
Donald Murray 
Michael Naumiec 
Allison Newman 
Caroline Orvis 
Lisa Pauquette 
Joseph & Kathryn Pingelski 
Pamela Riberdy 
Denise Ringer 
Fran Ritter 
Mildred Schleich 
Lorayne Seibert 
Greg Serio 
Brad & Lessa Shear 
George & Gerie Sheehan 
Patricia Smith 
George Swartfigure 
Mary & Robert Sweeney 
Michael Treffiletti 
Susan Trepeta, MD 
Todd & Anne Valentine 
Pam Walders 
Eveline Ward-Sells & Edwin Sells 
Sharon Wheeler 
Patricia Wilcox 
Timothy Wilde & Elizabeth Covart 
Olga Winsor 
 
LOyaL COmPaniOns - $250+ 
Frederick Abare 
Louis & Felicia Adams 
Kathy Ahearn 
James Allen 
Mary Ann Amodeo 
Laura Anglin 

Carol Arnold 
Mary Ann Awad 
Rosa Azadian & Nick Rebmann 
Madeline Baestlein 
Donald Barron 
Eileen Battisto 
Barbara Beauchamp 
Larry Bellinger 
Dawn Bentley-Wilson 
Wendy Berger 
Charlene Bernat 
Joyce Bindl 
William Birdsall 
Anne Blumberg 
Edward Bollinger 
William Bonacker 
William & JoAnn Boomhower 
Claudia Bounds 
Dr. George Bragle 
Mari Brick 
Edward & Barbara Brown 
Megan Brown & Jeff Anderson 
Wayne Brown 
Irving & Shirley Brownheim 
Greta Brownvergare 
Marjorie Bruce 
Carol Bryce 
Kathleen Buckley 
Andrea Burger 
Michael & Joan Burke 
James Busick 
Lynn Butler 
Patricia & Michael Carey 
Tony & Noreen Carnicelli 
David Carroll 
Matthew Caruso 
Stephen & Genevieve Chenette 
Elizabeth Chinery 
Michael Chiplock 
Anthony Chromczak 
James & Victoria Conde 
Donna Constantine 
Diane Cornell 
Kirk Cornwell 
Amelia Cosso 
Ann Crisafulli 
Anne Cronin 
Kelly Cross 
Scott Davis 
Christine & Samuel Dearth 
Thomas & Georgia Decker 
Franklin DeGroot 
Christine Dominy 
Brian Dongelewic 
Timothy Dormady 
Virginia Dow 



Martha J. Downey 
Hugh Dunseath 
Donna Earle 
Andrew & Cherrie Edwards 
Jennifer Elliott 
AnnMarie & Herb Ellis 
Bonnie & John Erickson 
Dr. Cynthia Farrell 
Kevin Faulkner 
G. Marie Fischer 
Jennifer Ford 
Kelly Forenzo 
Madeline Fountain-Guest 
Ray & Eileen Fox 
Joan Frier 
Rachelle & Michael Gates 
Marvin & Kathleen Gertzberg 
Amy Goggin 
Virginia Gordon 
Anne Graef 
Sandra Greene 
Regina Grego 
Chester & Mary Griffith 
Erwin Guetig & Helen Rack 
JoAnn Gullo 
Rosemary Harman 
Dawn Harrington 
Timothy & Nancy Hart 
Bruce & Lisa Herchenroder 
Frederick Herrick 
Chris Herron & Rachele Masters 
John Hilton 
Sally Hipp 
Susan Hoffman 
Frederick Houser 
Albert Howard 
Charlotte Hummel 
Virginia Igoe 
Joanne Jacobs 
Hemwatie Jaipershad 
Ellen Jennings 
Tedd Johnson 
Gail Jorgensen 
Laura Kabay 
Allen Kaplan 
Jeanne Kehoe 
Karen Kennedy 
John Kenney 

Mitchell Kessler 
Mary & Emmott Keyes 
June King 
George Kleinberger 
Kristin Knickerbocker 
Jane Knight 
Barbara Koehler 
Kathleen Konyn 
Andrew Korts 
Joan & Art Lajeunesse 
Patricia Lalik 
Gail Landrigan 
Sharon Lane 
Timothy Lane 
Daniel Lang 
Kevin Layman 
Constance Laymon 
Sarah Lieberman 
Richard & Leonora Lindstrom 
Matthew Lloyd 
Veronica Locken 
Chad Loshbaugh 
Robert & Pat Luther 
James Maas 
Michael Maiello 
Eileen Maikels 
William Malatesta 
Elizabeth Malthaner 
Victor Markiewicz, Sr. 
Mike & Kayt Marra 
Grace Mastalong 
Karen Maxwell 
Kimberly Mayhan 
Julie Maynes 
Starr McCarty 
James McClaine 
Harold & Theresa McCumber 
Carol McDonald 
Gerard & Patricia McEneaney 
Mary Joyce McGinnis 
Barbara McNamee 
Marney Mesch 
Karen Michelfelder 
Kathleen Miller 
Patricia Miller 
Stephanie Miller 
William Mirabile 
Dolores Montero 

Mary Moore 
Charles Morgan 
Alan Mostek 
Christian Moynihan 
Jacqueline Murray 
Lisa Murray 
Jacqueline Neal 
Michael O’Connor 
Sally O’Leary 
Elena Oliver 
David Olson 
Karen Opalka 
Jo Ann Palma 
Michelle Peavy 
Phyllis Perrotto 
Barbara Peverly 
Alison Pine 
Loren Place 
Kathy Plunkett 
Libby Post & Lynn Dunning-Vaughn 
Joan Powell 
Dr. Marjorie Powers 
Joan & John Prendergast 
Ruth Price 
Hunaid Qadir 
Linda Reese 
Debora Reilly 
Pat Rentz 
Edward Reuter 
Janice Rey 
Edith Reynolds 
William Rice 
Rosalie Richard 
Ronald Richardson 
Jeff Riker 
Kathryn Rinaldi 
Patricia Roach 
Maurice F. Roche 
Karl Roenick 
Brian Romano 
Jane Rooney 
Meisha Rosenberg 
Normagene Rossman 
Tom Rutkowski 
Claudia Ryan 
Regina Salinski 
Mike & Anita Salisbury 
John Sanders 

Mary Helena Schomer 
Beverly Scott 
Susan Seymour 
Mark Shalonis 
Niki Shapiro 
Paul Shore 
Elfriede Slingerland 
Dorothy & John Smith 
Joseph Smith 
Diana Steenburg 
Alan & Lynn Steiner 
Joan Stoffels 
Dolores Stojak 
Mary Sullivan 
Gordon Tarrington 
Linda Taylor 
Kathleen Tempel 
Margaret Teresi 
Frank & Liz Therrien 
Marion Tompkins 
Ann Marie Truppi 
Dorothy Tutunjian 
Laurie Valente 
MaryAnn Valenti 
Gail & Paul Van Valkenburg 
Art & Sandra Venne 
Mary VonHof-Martin & Trent Martin 
Janet Wahl 
Bettina & Carlton Walker 
Jill Walker 
Frank & Joan Waters 
Louise Weeks 
Natalie Weinstein 
Yvonne Welch 
Cathleen Wheat 
William Wicks 
Abra Wilder 
Barbara Williams 
Jennifer Williams 
Cynthia Winter 
Rachel Winters 
Renee Wolfman 
Fawn Zampier 
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THank you!

Around the World for 80 Strays is Underway
The 3rd annual Around the World for 80 Strays gala is fast approaching, so mark 
your calendars for Saturday, April 17.  Dr. Harry and Kathy Odabashian have 
graciously agreed to serve as Honorary Chairs for the event.  

Gala Co-Chairs Denise Ringer and Eveline Ward-Sells have a talented and 
dedicated group of people on their committee working hard to make this event 
even more special than ever before.  

Watch your mail for letters and invitations, and plan to join us for a wonderful 
evening as we raise funds for our programs and to support our four-legged 
friends.



The Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society has been adopted for all of 2010.  Community 
Resource Federal Credit Union selected the Society as a non-profit that will receive the support of 
its employees for an entire year.  The Credit Union staff are animal lovers and owners; many have 
adopted from the Society.  We couldn’t be happier and we will be sharing stories and photos about this partnership in upcoming newsletters.  
You might just see some of the Credit Union’s employees at our offices and our special events – lending a hand and working with us to fulfill 
our mission.  Our thanks to our new friends at the Community Resource Federal Credit Union.

Credit unions are based on the philosophy of people helping people.  Community Resource Federal Credit Union, located on Wade Road in 
Latham, is a community credit union serving those who live, work, worship or attend school in Albany County.  Community Resource provides 
friendly service, outstanding rates and low fees on a full range of financial products.  Community Resource has $66 million in assets and 6,100 
members.

The Credit Union has an Employee Charity Committee that is responsible for managing employee donations, fundraising, selecting the 
charities each year and distributing the funds.  In honor of the 75th anniversary, the Credit Union adopted a policy that allows employees 20 
hours of work time to help out selected charities.

We’ve Been adopted!

Adarius is a big boy who had a rough time on the streets of Troy before arriving 
at the Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society.  It looked like he had to 
defend himself from other strays more than once.  When he arrived at the 
Society, he had two large abscesses that were probably caused by injuries he had 
received in these street fights.

In spite of his wounds, Adarius was sweet and friendly, purring any time he 
was petted.  Our veterinary team gently examined him and treated his wounds, 
relieving pain and avoiding a potentially serious infection.  Adarius recovered 
well and maintained a great attitude throughout his treatment and stay at the 
Society.  Now he just looks forward to a peaceful home away from the dangers 
of the streets.

Adarius was adopted on December 18th and lives in wild, wild West Sand Lake.

adarius  

Celebrate Spring, remember 
loved ones during Passover 
and at Easter with flowers 
and support our furry 
friends at the same time.  
J.H. Kenney’s Flowers and 

Laurel’s Florals will donate 10% of your 
floral purchase (excluding delivery and wire 
fees) made during the week of March 28 
through April 4th to the MHRHS.  

Call 518-273-0972 or 518-426-4658, 
email laurelflowershop@yahoo.com or 
jkenney8940@earthlink.net or stop by 736 
3rd Avenue in Watervliet to place your order 
for all your loved ones, family and friends.  
When ordering, be sure to say, “I want 
to support the Mohawk & Hudson River 
Humane Society.”  It’s that easy.  You can 
welcome the season with springtime flowers 
and help out the MHRHS at the same time. 

save tHe date
spring Flowers Bring donaTions spareTime Bowling Fundraiser

Mark your calendars now and spend 
some time with family and friends at 
Spare Time.  They will be donating part 
of their proceeds to the Society.    

Saturday, March 20 

Spare Time 

570 Columbia Turnpike, East Greenbush

1-3PM and 3-5PM

We’ll be there with some canine friends 
to cheer you on.  Join us for some family 
fun and games, raffles and more.

For additional information,  
call 477-9306.

paws in THe park 
walk & CommuniTy day
These paws were made for walking...
Inaugural walk and family fun day  
to support the Society.

Walk & Community Day

The Crossings of Colonie

Saturday, June 26, 2010

9AM to 1PM

Fun for the whole family...pets included!  
Walk, jump, throw a Frisbee, celebrate 
summer.



where a donation to MHRHS put Santa in 
the picture. On Wednesday, December 16th, 
Colonie Center management and iSmile 
Studios held a photo session from 7-10pm at 
the mall, where a $5 donation to the Society 
got a 10” x 13” color photo of Santa and 
excited pups of all kinds – many dressed for 
the occasion.   Over 50 pets came face to 
face with a wonderful Santa while we raised 
funds, made new friends and caught up with 
some MHRHS alums who were there to put 
in their holiday requests for bones and soft 
beds.  

We wrapped things up in style on Saturday, 
December 19th and Sunday, December 
20th at Arlene’s Artist Materials on Fuller 
Road.  Our volunteers wrapped purchases 
and passed out holiday cheer as shoppers did 
their last-minute gift buying.  It was indeed a 
wonderful holiday season and we are grateful 
for all our volunteers who gave their time 
to help us at all these events.  We are also 
grateful for the generosity of the companies, 
offices and organizations who helped make 
the holidays and beyond better for our 
animals.  

Cheryl Kleis of 
Starbucks at the 
Hilton Garden 
Inn in Albany 
delivers wish list 
donations from 
their customers 
and staff  to 
Brad in the 
community cat 
room.

NYS Department of Labor Unemployment 
Claims Center employees think of the 
Society’s animals during the Holidays. 

Lisa Zibella, owner of Bella Rouge Cosmetic 
& Skincare Boutique in Clifton Park Center, 
offered her customers and holiday gift 
buyers an incentive to make a donation 
to the Society.  With every $5 donation, 
customers were entered into a drawing to 
win an amazing assortment of skin care 
products valued at $250.  Even better, 
customers who made a donation of $10 or 
more received 10% off their entire purchase.  
The drawing was held on January 2nd and 
we are grateful to Lisa, her staff and all her 
customers for making the holiday season 
sweet for our animals!  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Holiday graTiTude and memories (continued from cover)

Mary Brady Murray, left, and Amanda Lanesey, 
right, of the NYS Department of Labor present 
MHRHS’s Executive Director Brad Shear with 
much needed food, toys and supplies.

Activities Coordinator Ken Bevin contacted 
the MHRHS to ask if we could arrange for 
a visit to the Eddy Daybreak Adult Center 
in Troy before the Holidays.  Chris Danker 
and Puff made the trip to Troy and the 
results were wonderful as the photos show!

a speCial THank you
Our ability to participate in all these special community 
events was made possible because of our truly selfless 
and dedicated volunteers.  They took time from their 
busy holiday schedules to assist us at special events, 
community outreach events, adoption clinics and photo 
sessions, as well as continuing to sort cans and bottles, 
walk dogs, care for cats and serve as foster families.  We 
literally could not do what we do here at the Mohawk & 
Hudson River Humane Society without all our wonderful 
volunteers and we are ever so grateful for their time, 
talent and dedication.  Thank you for all you do! 



teacHing your dog pHysics
Emmy Orzel is a German Shepherd mix 
born in 2002 and adopted from the Mohawk 
& Hudson River Humane Society by Chad 
Orzel and Kate Nepveu in August 2003.  
Her original owners named her Princess, but 
Chad and Kate didn’t think that was the best 
name for a 50-pound mixed-breed dog, so 
they changed it to Emmy.  Emmy, however, 
took the name change as a promotion 
and has regarded herself as the Queen of 
Niskayuna ever since.

Emmy’s interests include long walks, 
bunnies, squirrels, quantum physics, 
squeaky toys and belly rubs.  She lives 
in Niskayuna with Chad, Kate and their 
daughter, where she works diligently to 
protect the house from mail carriers, inferior 
dogs and evil squirrels.  She can sometimes 
be found on Facebook, because everybody’s 
on Facebook these days, and she has a 
Twitter account as Queen_Emmy.

Emmy’s many conversations with Chad 
have resulted in a book called How to Teach 
Your Dog Physics.  The book explains 
quantum mechanics in terms that even a dog 
can understand -- in fact, the dog does some 
of the explaining.

Emmy’s story just goes to show that 
Humane Society alumni can do anything, 
even teach you a few things about physics 
-- especially when the lesson results in a few 
dog treats.

Grafton Elementary School kicked off its December character 
word of the month at the December 7th Character Education 
Assembly. The character word for December is compassion. First 
grade teacher Tracie Heinrichs invited Nancy Haynes, Animal 
Welfare Manager from the Mohawk and Hudson River Humane 
Society, to speak to the children about how they can show 
compassion this month by donating much needed supplies and 
food to thousands of animals without homes. 

Haynes thanked the students for their generous gifts to the Humane 
Society. She explained what the Society does with donations and 
answered several questions from students about the animals at 
the shelter. Haynes had her dog Elvis with her. She fostered and 
then adopted the dog through the Humane Society. Heinrichs has 
had her first grade classes collect and donate gifts to the Humane 
Society for over ten years.
Photo courtesy of Susan DiNova.

Compassion is THe word For deCemBer aT 
graFTon elemenTary sCHool

Article reprinted with permission from The Eastwick Press
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In Memory Of...
Becky
   Dr. Susan Holdridge
Michael Abrams
   Anonymous
   Joe Abrams
Frankie Acker
   Edie & Steve Duncan
Vicki Adler
   Mildred Wolfe
Josephine Albright
   Janice Woolrich
All Our Pets
   Donald & Debra Bressette
Annie
   Joseph Vacca
BD
   James Scaglione
Florence “Becky” Baird
   Kathleen Quinn
Bailey Barvoets
   Linda Harrison
Beamer
   Danielle & David Marks
Bear
   Sandra Conley
Blu Kitty
   Marion Rubino
Bobcat & Wolfgang
   Teresa Kirchner
Nancy Bogin
   St. Lawrence NYSARC
Boots
   Gloria Goodrich
Marilyn Buckley
   Dana & David Cerrone
Harrison Carnevale
   Donna Carnevale
Patricia Caruso
   Bob & Cathy Boyd
   Matthew Caruso
Charlie
   Doris & Jim Davis
Charlotte
   Carol Walsh
William Chesky
   Clara Abate
Chester
   Elizabeth Alden
Lianne Chetwynd
   Jon & Linda Chetwynd
Chloe Jane
   Barcellos Family
Clawde
   Laurie Stedman & William Wine
William Clemens
   James Poole
   Constance & Robert Welton
Wolfgang Collins
   Marion Collins
   Marjorie Crowe
Herb Colman
   Eleanor & Joseph Falasco
Betty Comtois
   Rene Comtois
Carolyn Cushman
   Janis Ernst
D.J.
   Penny Schermerhorn
Pixie Danker
   Linda Marowitz
James Davis, Jr.
   Bob & Martha Blackman
   Tom & Marcy Corneil
   Maureen Corrigan
   Stephen & Mary Kay DelGiacco
   Maggie Elitzer
   Harriet Jaffe & David Klein
   Nan Lanahan
   Douglas & Susan McCuen
   Leonard & Ilona Muhlich
   Nancy & Robert Relyea
   Domenick & Victoria Salamone
   Robert & Helen Salamone
   Mary Skelly
   Charles & Elisabeth Tobin
Michael DeLuca
   Dale Riegel
Irene Deets
   Carol Hough

Donald Degener
   Irving & Shirley Brownheim
   Grace Cogliandro
   Colonie Senior Citizens Club
   Louise & Wayne Dusenbery
   Bill & Diane Foley
   Hillside Elementary School  
      Faculty & Staff
   Jack & Lynn Mullin
   Marion Shufelt
   Cindy & Bob Wolf
   Keith & Susan Yelle
Annette Delahoyd
   Mary Fitzsimmons
Delila
   Mary VonHof-Martin & Trent Martin
Dominick & Shirley
   Dolores Whited
Margaret Doyle
   George Brewer
   Patricia Coyle
   Charles Doyle
   Sharon Lane
   Paula Marro
   New York State Assembly Office - 
      Automation & Data Processing Dept.
   Mercena Pratt
   Mr. & Mrs. William Roy
   Jeanne & Bruce Smith
   Bradford Taylor
Marjorie Egan
   Louis & Lorraine Bacchi
   Latham Paint Center Employees
   Melrose Paint & Decorating Center
   Salvatore & Marylyn Praga
Robert Ehlinger
   Brian & Mary Emerson
   Kristina Fauler
   Ivan Fermon
   Deborah Goerlach
   Katherine Habesch
   Douglas Johns
   Mary & Mike Magee
   MG Maher/MCLX
   Momentive Performance Materials
   Eileen Nehls
   Trudi Nelson
   Richard & Debra Oliver
   Scott Rajeski
   Jane Simmons
   Russell & Hannah Weeden
   Debra Wood
   Mary Anne Younsi
Nina Esposito
   Joseph Esposito
Helen Fahey
   Frank & Joan Waters
Victor Foegtli
   Matt & Lynn Wertman
George Gallagher
   Margaret Gallagher
   Michele Smith
Kyle Genaway
   Carrie Genaway
Charlette Giacomino
   Jacqueline Quade
Casey Gold Berhaupt
   Sherry Gold
Jeanette Green
   Joan Adams
Kimmy Gries
   Arthur Gries
Eddie Denzel Grimm
   Diane & Bob Freer
Kathie Hahn
   Anne Hunter
Hallie & Katie
   Anita Burock Stotts
Hannah
   Mari Brick
Hannah
   Audrey Yingling
Harvey & Butch
   Gary, Debra, Leah & Daniel Jakaitis
Charles Herman
   Beverly Herman
Mark Hinchcliff
   Michael Marchese
   Kristen McComb
   Gary Rogers

George Hooley
   Stephanie Silvernail
Hope
   Joyce Sevits
Hope, Hudson, Pixie & Dalton
   Barbara Hollis
Jacob
   Katrina Wiggans
Joe
   Jeff & Jody Howard
Jonah
   S. Ann DeLorimiere
Mary Kallen
   Gloria Ballien
Jazzy Karutis
   Sheryl Seppa
Georgia Kelley
   Theodor Borys
   OMH CIT Employees
Ed Kelly
   Jane Spring
Eugene Kosarovich
   Capital District Wedding Association
   Marlyn Couture
   Amy, Tony, Greg & Jeff George
   Adam & Ruth Koblensky
   Joanne Lesniak
   Kathryn Twiss
Tai-Boy Krokenberger
   Jean Krokenberger
Charles “Skip” Kuchenmeister
   Ralph & Linda Carotenuto
Julie Kutey
   Diane Shanley
Arthur LaFleur
   Janis Ernst
Joan Lechliter-Diveris
   Jon & Sandra Bauer
   Nancy Farley
   John & Karyn Trossbach
Maddie & Howie
   Wendy Mapstone
Major
   Ralph Esposito, Jr.
Molly Malecki
   Robert Shogan
Sweet Pea Masterson
   Eleanor Masterson
Ricky McGorman
   Colleen Gorman & Sharron 
      McOmber
Midgie Marie McGuire
   Susan Murphy
Dorothy Miorin
   Mary McKeon
Missy
   Mabel Monagle
Mocha & Rocky
   Hetty Jo Brumbach & Robert Jarvenpa
Molly
   Danielle & David Marks
Molly
   Ellen Simkulet
Paul & Mary Monaco
   Rosemarie Melius
Bishop Moore
   Donna Lamkin
Pamela Morano
   Leda Clark
   Robert & Arlene Drooby
   Alfred & Cecilia Garceau
   Mary Ann Holoboski
   Michael Holoboski
   Edward & Anita Morawski
   Carol Newhouse
   Maureen Owens
   Charron Van Duren
   Donald & Frances Weidenbacher
Philip Morgan
   D. Kirk Morgan
   Phyllis H. Morgan
John Munkwitz
   Mary Jo Cosco
Nicky
   Emmaline Molloy
Theresa Norton
   Joan McKeon
Orlando
   Carol & Bob Millstein
Herbert Parets
   Betty & Hal Forsland

Paris
   Lee Burns
Eugene Pelletier III
   Donna Cherry
Pepper
   Paul Ladouceur
Dustin Place
   Deborah Bombard
Spike Pokrzywka
   Amy Pemberton
Eldora Provost
   Eleanor & John Fascia
Puffer & Tinker
   Margaret Murphy
Carol Quatroche
   Rev. Dr. Leon Adkins & Bonnie  
      Totten Adkins
Ralph & Roberta
   Shirley Beach
Barbara Resnick
   Stephen Beitcher
   Blue Creek Garden Club
   Mary Beth Duclos
   Margaret Feeney
   Shaun Lynch
   Mara McErlean
   Tilly Nagengast & Family
   Josephine Rella
   Marilyn & Ron Silverman
   Edward & Adrina Tutunjian
Miriam Rider
   Pat & Joe Marcy
   Thomas & Barbara Rider
Riley
   Krista Harrington
Rob Roy
   Aurelia Hope
Ann Mary Roberts
   Pamela Linnan
   Anita Rice
Baby Roberts
   Mary Ellen Hoffman
Rocky, Angel, Bubbles, Dukie, Bello, 
Kitty, Meghan & Savannah
   Alicja Bialasiewicz
Catherine Romanski
   James Romanski
Farley Rosenthal
   Anonymous
John & Carol Rosney
   Kristin Kirk
Sam & Shiro
   Christine Connell
Sam
   Ann Spratt
Sammie
   Joseph Arakelian
Sammy
   Sonia & John Meyer
Sanders
   Beth Roy
Sara, Colby, Tigger & Buddy
   Diane Ashe
Michael Scanlon
   Thomas & Joan Hyde
   Dr. Robert & Nancy Lynk
Max Schreiber
   Iliana Schreiber-Giacona
Andrew James Sennett
   Kathleen Aunkst
   Leo Bartoski
   Sandra & Robert Bedian
   Stephen Beditz
   Colleen Benson
   BGA Golf League
   Mary Burdick
   Kristina Burns
   Marcia Calicchia
   Capital District Child Care Council
   Robert Compagna
   Coose
   Peg Crucetti
   Mary Ellen Deagan
   Mr. & Mrs. William Dorr
   Finger Lakes DDSO Community 
      Services Team
   Fulton County YMCA
   Hamlin & Moss Families
   Chris Heywood
   Thea Hoeth
   Claire Jones

The charity that is a trifle to us can be precious to others.  -Homer
Continued on back.
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Andrew James Sennett   
   Kathleen Jordan
   Josephine Kamya
   Penny, Phil, Andrew & Danielle 
      LaRocque
   Nancy Martinez
   Barbara McNamee
   Meg Meehan
   Eugene Mullaney
   Richard & Sofia Murray
   Parsons Prevention Program  
      Co-workers of Brigid Sennett
   Michael & Regina Plowinske
   Barbara Potenza
   David Ryan
   Roger Scales
   Tom & Ellen Scott
   Joseph & Laurel Sennett
   William Jonathan Sennett
   Robert Shambo
   Slane Family
   John & Becky Smith
   Dean & Tracey Sunkes
   Maria Tedesco
   Joan Tetrault
   Linda & James Thompson
   David Warner
   Western New York DDSO
   Mena & Richard Will
   Jamie Woodward
   Janet Zampella
Juliet Seufert
   Diane Fisher
   Joan Radley
   Richard & Nancy Tracey
   Raymond & Lisa Witkowski
Simba, Rajah & Joya
   Hemwatie Jaipershad
Berton Smith
   Carole & Steve Bellenoit
   Daniel DeBonis
   Steve Fantecchio
   Christine Galka
   Janice Kelly
   Linda Lewis
   Betty Mintzer
   Grace Perfetti
   Dawn Pierce & Family
   Beverly Quinn
   Gary Rauch
   Jeanne & Dino Sciocchetti
   Joanne Shear
Royal Stanton
   Joseph Hogan
   Nancy Irving
   Richard & Karen Wickham
Stormy
   Ralph & Kathleen Clinton
Barbara Sulzberg Resnick
   Lynn Tiberia
Sundae
   Tracey & John Pause
Emma Louise Sweet
   Michele Sweet
TJ
   Richard Bedard
Take Out & Shadow
   Nancy Strazzeri
Tony Testo
   Joan Fitzpatrick
Thomas
   Kristin Parks-Rogers
Angeline Thompson
   Josephine Bouleris
   Capital District Baseball Umpires 
      Association
   City of Troy CSEA Unit 8251
   City of Troy Sunshine Club
   Douglas & Manette Eddy
   R. J. Ferritto
   Margaret Fitzgerald
   Carol Gaunay
   Harold & Margaret Gaunay
   Ashlee Kronau & Debbie McClune
   Keith & Kathleen Kussler
   Mark & Jane Levine
   Margaret McLoughlin
   Christie & Mark Whitman
Tikki
   Karen M. Stiles
Garry Towers
   Merritt & Ellie Wilson

Tricks
   Melissa Hoopes
Tucker & Abe
   Beth & Neal Lane
Tutt, Kashta & Lexus
   Barbara McNamee
June Van Beusichem
   Andrew & Deborah Aiezza
   Fitz Bradford
   Sue & Vin Brewer
   Phyllis Ennis
   Max & Tom Thornton
   Dale & Debra VanDeWal
   Ethel Wright
Henry Von Fricken
   Wendy Veiga
Lou Wagner
   Dottie & Ed Young
Marcia Walsh
   Doris Poskanzer
Richard Wm. Webb
   Nancy Webb
Jackson Weisburgh
   Aline & Anthony Cardona
Joseph Welter
   William Welter
Westie Alex
   Kathy Tarentino
Lucy Wiley
   Gretchen LaFleur
Ari Thomas Willard
   Wendy Willard
Michael & Jesse Williams
   Debra Flagler
Nancy Wise
   Wise Family
Darien Wolfman
   William Daniels
Charlotte Wright
   Charles & Elisabeth Tobin
John Thomas Wright
   Geraldine Engel
   A Cortese, J Elder, C Haskins, D 
      Lew-Snider, S Speenburgh & 
      D Wrigley
Rose Zaccardo
   Richard Zaccardo
Rosie Ziele
   Gloria Macri

In Honor Of...
All Our Family Pets
   Diane & Bob Freer
Anita
   Rosemary Fertal
Annabelle
   Richard Miller
Luann Antrim
   Stephanie Crewell
Pat & Bob Balcom
   Derek Balcom
Pat Baldauf
   Timm Baldauf
Jennie Bauer
   Tadeusz Naumowicz
Mrs. C. Harry Bridge
   Roy Bridge
Chuck & Mary Ellen Brooks
   Andy & Joan Zlotnick
Allen Caplan
   Helen Caplan
Harriet Case
   Peter Case
Darren & Tami Celso
   Marilyn Morris
Caroline Ciraulo
   Tina Van Epps
Peter Collins, DDS
   Peter H. Collins, DDS Office Staff
Doreen Crosby
   Erik Andersen
Tom Crudo
   Patty, Bob, Ashley, Mike & Leah
DJ, Patches & Jake the Bum
   Warren W. Fane, Inc.
Daisy
   Michele Tierney
Chris Danker
   Catherine Sheridan
Maria Dunning
   Kevin Oneill

John & Connie Ebersole
   John Pontius, Jr.
Elvis & Charlotte
   Nancy Strazzeri
Lorraine Ferguson & Bruce Sowalski
   Amanda & Kevin Ferguson
Frank Murken Products, Inc.
   Janice Gileski
Ronald Galarneau & John Zink
   Kevin Galarneau
Nathan & Rosemary Gardner
   Anonymous
Geraldine & Miss Molly
   Eliza Hardy
Meghan & Sydney Gough
   Jason Gough
Dotty Harris
   Bob & Barbara Garrison
Richard & Suzanne Hill
   Paul & Ann DeBarbieri
Carol Hough
   Therese Hough
House Family
   Angela Woodbury
Judy, Liesel & Sheba
   Marjorie Brague
Katie Kat
   Andrea Lurie
Cindy Killgallon
   Gary Mulligan
Lauren & Jordan Kinn
   Jason Gough
Susan Kurp
   C. L. King & Associates
Donna Kusich
   Desiree Baxton
BeLynn League
   Kerstin Medwin
Toby Lecuyer
   Tina Lecuyer
Lenane Family
   Mark Dietrich
Taryn Lisicki
   Adam Cehowski
Robert E. Littlefield, Jr. Family
   Thea Hoeth
Tom Lomma
   Robert & Susan Watson
Madison
   Sonia & John Meyer
Judith Mangino
   C. L. King & Associates
Julie Maynes
   Joyce Cornell
Melissa McGrath
   Etta Bruce
Miranda
   Frances Derocher
New York State Theatre Institute 
Colleagues
   Christine Saplin
Wendy Nigro
   Carolyn Trombe-Hains
Wendy Nooney
   Connie Nooney
Joanne Nunziato
   Jenafer Misuraca
Pheobe
   Susan Smith
Phil & Christine
   Linda Melanson
Bill & Ruth Price
   Christina Owens
Matthew, Erin & Kira Reichmann
   Brian Clary
Barbara Riscavage
   Kevin Galarneau
Carol Roberts
   Joan Verdile
Shea Rooney
   MaryJane Rooney
Sam-e
   Carolyn Seguin
Scott
   Connie Rukwid
Jeannette Scott
   Ken & Tammy Brooks
Brad & Lessa Shear
   Andrew Shear
Dolly Lee Simmons
   Helen Articolo
   John Articolo

St. Pius X School - Mrs. Milano’s 3rd 
Graders
   Kristen Brown
Rosemary Strumpf
   Robin Moss
Sylvia & Blue
   Bruce Raver
Cameron Thomas
   Yoga Loft
Thor
   Gordon & Beverly Emerick
Robert Vancavage
   New York State Automobile Dealers 
      Assoc. Employees
Versace
   Karin Shepherd
Doris Wagner
   Dottie & Ed Young
David & Helene Wallingford
   Margaret Wallingford
Eveline Ward-Sells & Ed Sells
   Brenda Arduini
   Denise Ringer
Roger Williams
   George & Jill Nohai
Marjorie Wolfson
   Sara Wolfson
Jocelyn Woodard
   Stacy Wood
XC Associates, Inc.
   Janice Gileski
Ken Zalewski
   Tricia Bliss
   Barbara Cupp
   Kevin Kowski
   Lucy Larner
   Mark Laske
   Michael Oliver
   Lauren Pinsley
   Kate Powers
   Rachel Roe-Dale
   Eric Schantz
   Joanne Skerritt
   Elizabeth Soranno
   Brian Swartz
   Jim Welch
   Hannelore Wilfert
Zell Family
   Colby Roberts
Gary & Rose Marie Zlotnick
   Andy & Joan Zlotnick

Thank You!
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